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NEWS UPDATE  -   Mike Craft

After numerous phone calls to the insurers, at long last we have 
received a cheque for £8,400 for the brass and gun metal
fittings stolen from the securely locked container where they 
were stored during the restoration of steam engine “Henry 
Ellison”. The amount falls well short of the £14,000 plus which it 
has cost to have patterns and castings made but it will enable us 
to press on with the restoration.

The Trustees are extremely grateful; to those members who contribute monthly to the
steam engine fund; those contributions have helped to keep the account in the black
during this period and to enable progress to be made.

We are still short of one or two drivers and guards for the narrow gauge (2 foot line) to
enable us to provide cover when it is needed. If anyone wishes to train as crew please
let me know; we have started to carry out training.

The EVRA brake van which was damaged when the LMSCA coach caught fire is now
nearly repaired with the lamps lit and the outside re-clad. We set a target to re-open it
at Easter and that will have been achieved.

Matthew Burnby, a long-standing EVRA member, who lived in Wirksworth, passed
away recently. He had made donations of books and magazines over a number of
years and two years ago he gave the Association a considerable sum to assist with the
final stages in the restoration of Ferrybridge No. 3. In his will he left EVRA all of his
books (around 2,000), two models and all the tools from his workshop. The tools
included a large lathe and other items which will be of great use to the steam team. We
are grateful to Matthew for thinking of EVRA in this way; he was interested in the
railway having been an engineer.

As the Association's contribution to upgrading the infrastructure needed for visiting
steam engines, we have purchased a 7,000 gallon water tank which is positioned on
the dust dock next to platform 3. It will enable steam engines to replenish water
supplies very quickly, whilst standing in Platform 2.

When you next visit Wirksworth, you will discover a new, larger Information Centre by
the side of the Shop, with more information and more magazines for sale. This has
allowed us to extend the shop.

 

SALES MATTERS - Pat Craft.

Although the first three months of the year are normally relatively quiet and the shop is
closed, this year sales have been steady with Model Railway items selling well,
especially some long awaited models which arrived in January and February. There
was one frenzied Saturday when people attending the Heritage Railway Association 
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AGM in Derby visited the railway and the stall at the High Peak Model Railway
Exhibition did very well too. The early start to the season was also a boost.

The main event which took quite a lot of work was the expansion of the shop. Thanks
are due to all those who helped by removing the partition, erecting the new cupboards,
painting and arranging the sales items. The effect of the change is greater than the
actual increase in space, because of the light and airiness; however, there is more
space and we hope that you will come and see the new look shop. Certainly the results
so far for the first 6 days of opening are very much better than normal.

The clearance of books and other items from Mr Burnby's house was also quite an
undertaking and thanks are due to all those who helped. The sorting and selling of the
books has also taken time since the majority were not railway books. We have had a
sale at Wirksworth and sold some to local booksellers, but there are still several
hundred to be sold over time in the shop on a very interesting variety of subjects.
In addition we are investigating outlets for several hundred specialist and/or
valuable books. 

From time to time we get items which we think would be better sold on E-Bay. The
member who used to do this for us has left and we are looking for someone who could
help in the future. If you are willing to help or would like to discuss what it might involve,
please contact me.

THE 2012 SEASON – Martin Miller.

As you read this we will be into the excitements of the 2012 season which has been
approached in a fairly cautious way so as to exploit all our strengths but not expose the
business to any undue risks.

The basic service is planned around our diesel multiple unit fleet which is extremely
reliable and continues to move ever upwards in terms of interior and exterior
presentation. These vehicles are very popular with our passengers giving all round
views of the line and are economical to field to the growing opportunities for charters.

A whiff of steam is provided on high days and holidays for the Ravenstor service but
steam is most important for the experience days we offer alongside the opportunities to
drive the large diesel locomotives.

With the success of our midweek operation last year we have changed the day to a
Tuesday and extended the period of service from two months to four. This enables us
to market Wirksworth as a destination as the market is in full swing on Tuesdays and
the shops remain open all day!

Continued work with East Midlands Trains to promote through ticketing and the ease of
interchange at Duffield is evidenced by a new poster being displayed at their stations
emphasizing “Destination Wirksworth”
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As you are aware the major capital works to enhance the “customer experience” has
been the installation of good toilet facilities at Duffield and the reconfiguration of the
Pullman Buffet Car to improve our catering offer. The shareholders responded to an
appeal and funded these two projects together with the repainting of the Gatwick
Express vehicles into Pullman livery.

However, funds have not been forthcoming for the Shottle loop project and a major
extension and improvement to the Maintenance Facility so we will have to see how our
revenue performs this year.

Positive news was the securing of a pleasant contract to trial, test, certify and
demonstrate the Railvac on behalf of the Swedish company Railcare. This has nicely
boosted the income of MyTestTrack.com and injected funds into Catering as they
provided some 88 lunches over three days of demonstrations.

My thanks, as ever, to the working volunteers and shareholders who keep the show on
the road, often in trying circumstances!

EVRA LOCOMOTIVE FLEET REPORT  - Bob Gibbons.

Locomotive AB 2360

Over the winter 2360, also known as Ferrybridge No.3, has received considerable
attention to her boiler and firebox after extensive leaks developed  during last year's
operating season.

Newton's the Boilermakers were called in and spent a considerable time caulking the
lap seams on the inner firebox. They also worked on the riveting on the front ring of the
boiler. The boiler clothing and tank were then replaced and all the other items, which
had been removed either for overhaul or copying to replace stolen items, have
been refitted. 

The theft of non-ferrous fittings from 2217 has made winter maintenance of 2360 much
more complicated, as all the common fittings had to be removed to allow patterns to be
made. It is a tribute to the hard work of the steam team that all this was completed on
schedule ready to have the locomotive back in traffic for the new season.

The twelve month boiler inspection was completed on March 21st and test runs
completed successfully ready for the locomotive to honour its first commitment on
March 30th for a footplate experience course.

The locomotive will be out of traffic for about a week at the end of April to allow one
more part to be removed for copying for 2217.

Locomotive AB 2217

This locomotive is expected to return to work this coming season despite the theft of all
its boiler fitting last September. Fortunately for us even though our two Barclays are
different sizes the boiler fittings are the same.
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This enabled the steam team to work tirelessly through the winter removing and

replacing the entire fittings from 2360. The components were then stripped down to

their basic parts to enable patterns and new castings to be made.

The castings are in the process of being machined and are expected to be fitted to the

boiler in the coming weeks. Meanwhile the boiler has been re-tubed and the foundation

ring has been refitted and caulked round.

The chassis is in the rolling condition and is virtually complete with one or two minor

jobs to be completed.

Locomotive 1884 S102

This locomotive is now committed to the care of The EVRA Trustees and is a longer

term project

We are giving a great deal of thought to this locomotive as it appears to be the last of

over a hundred locomotives that were fitted with various refinement or experiments by

the NCB.

 

1884 went into Hunslet works Leeds in 1964 and was fitted with an underfeed stoker

and a Kylpor exhaust system which it still retains. As far as we know this is the last

surviving locomotive of its type still fitted with one of these stokers. The NRM has one

of the stokers in its collection but not fitted to a locomotive.

The overhaul of S102, also known as Catherine, would mark a major step forward as

she would be capable of working service trains between Wirksworth and Duffield.

STOP PRESS
Linda and Chris at the Malt Shovel, Wirksworth Moor

are organising a

Race Night on Friday 4th May at 8PM

to raise money for the Steam Engine Fund.

We already have all the sponsors in place so come along for an 
evening of fun and good beer and help us raise money for the final 
stages of the rebuild of Henry Ellison.
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MALT SHOVEL
Wirksworth Moor.

01629 822427.
“A family run pub.”

Linda and Chris welcome all visitors 
including walkers and dogs.

Open 7 days a week.

Sunday to Thursday 
12 noon until 12 midnight

Friday and Saturday
12 noon until 1 am.

Food
Monday to Saturday 12 noon-8pm.

Sunday Roast 12 noon-4pm.

Bed and Breakfast (per room)
£30 single, £45 double

Large function room suitable for all occasions.

En-suite Bedrooms.  Open All Day.

Dining in The Den.

Car Park at rear.

Acoustic nights every month

Guest Ales always available

R & R Motors

Vehicle Services
& Repairs to the 

highest standards

Station Road,
Coldwell Street,

Wirksworth, DE4 4FB

Phone:
01629 823336
07929 269262

Tel: 01629 822214                                Mobile: 0777 261 8883
info@theredlionhotelwirksworth.co.uk                               www.theredlionhotelwirksworth.co.uk



The newly painted TSO, is this the crock of gold at the end of the rainbow?

No.3 steams back into traffic after winter maintenance.



The Model Railway at Wirksworth Station.

Above: Progress on the N Gauge Layout.

Below: General view of the N Gauge and 00 Gauge Layouts.
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PERMANENT WAY REPORT – Richard Buckby.

The Permanent Way Team (PWT)  have had a busy Winter, with various tasks having

to be undertaken in short bursts, depending on the weather, the availability of the

works train and available assistance from the Komatsu.

With 'Breeze', the shunting loco still not being available to power the works train, due

to the difficulty of finding a repairer for its water pump, we have not been able to

achieve everything that was planned.  However good use has been made of the Land

Rover and the hand powered rail trolley.  We have used the class 20 loco on occasion,

but have had to collect lots of logs released by the VCT to pay for the loco!

The stretch of line south from Wirksworth sewage works towards the 'racing straight’

was last spot re-sleepered nearly 10 years ago and it is time it got some attention.

Some 200 sleepers are being replaced and that task is nearly complete.

Another objective, just in case we get a hot summer (!) is to continue to insert gaps in

the continuous welded rail (CWR) south of Idridgehay.  This might seem to be an odd

thing to be doing, but we do not have the technology to stress the rails, as is done on

the main lines.  In very hot weather, the rail could buckle, so to avoid this, we are

creating gaps every 240 feet and putting in conventional fish plated joints.  The

southern section is done and about half a mile remains to be treated.

The major project that the PWT are attempting when time and materials are available

is the laying of a passing loop at Shottle.  There is no funding for this, so we are trying

to do it without spending any money!  Rail and sleepers that have been released by

the shortening of our original running line to Gorsey Bank have been transported to

Shottle and a considerable length of the loop has been laid, although it still needs

ballasting etc..  Ballast will also be collected from Gorsey Bank for re-use.

Two sets of points will need to be inserted in the 'main line'.  We have some

components already, but to release other vital parts we have plain-lined the track

adjacent to the Dust Dock at Wirksworth, and other suitable rail will be liberated from

Wirksworth yard over the coming weeks.

A week long 'blitz' is planned for later in April to put in the points at Shottle and we will

welcome any assistance as we must get everything back in place for the weekend

passenger service.

Frequent track patrols are undertaken on the entire line and we are also now into the

weed killing season  Minor tasks such as attention to drains have also occupied us, so

the PWT are nothing if not flexible!
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THE OAKS REPORT – Tim Oaks.

LMR Brake Van 

The new stove arrived shortly after the brake van was shunted out of the shed; it was
rapidly fitted and the missing windows temporarily fixed with salvaged perspex or
plywood. This has kept the van snug over the winter. 

The last big job is to rebuild the guard's lookout duckets, which are both badly
corroded along a narrow strip at the bottom. Patches have been cut from the remains
of some old steel shelving from work, and once the duckets have been cleaned down
we shall set out to weld these in place. There are a host of small jobs: screwing the
side planks together has so far consumed over 600 1" screws, The handrails are being
steadily cleaned painted and fitted, and once the weather improves we shall be
painting the outside. We hope there will be signs of definite progress by Easter; in the
meantime, for the time being, the van is visible on the extreme right of the new
webcam picture. Many thanks to the usual crew: Rob Davies, Barry Skirmer, Richard
Hatch and Craig Hibbert.

Bagnall No. 2746 "The Duke"

The cab roof and saddle tank have been removed and stowed on the LMS long low by
Ernie Bradley and Derek Ankers. We hope to start serious work shortly, the first task
being to remove all items fixed to the cab sides and the sides themselves in
preparation for the boiler lift.
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48624 Locomotive Limited.

The red 8F, 8624, remains at the GCR on a new 12 month contract. It clocked up over
80 days in steam last year. Meanwhile, Wirksworth is the company's social and
administrative base. Over the last year our mess coach has been repainted,
reorganised and fitted with a new kitchen. EVRA volunteers up at that end of the site
are most welcome to call in for tea and a warm. Our workshop van body with its
machine tools has been wired in and repainted to make it look smart. Our volunteers,
especially Simon Hunter and Mick Clarke have been working on the boiler of AB2217,
fitting and expanding tubes and performing other skilled work.

Recently we took delivery of the driving wheels, and most of the springs and axle
boxes, of 48518, one of the "Barry Ten" which has been dismantled for spares. These
are a strategic aquisition as the tyres on the wheels are in almost "as new" condition.
These are now safely stored in a Grampus wagon for ease of moving around site. The
wheels will be cleaned and painted and stored against long term requirements.

THE MODEL RAILWAY - Martin Beresford.

The Model Railway has progressed considerably during the closed season and we are
well on the way to completing the N Gauge Layout. The Scenery is more or less
complete except for one corner. 

The permanent wiring for the layout, including a very smart control panel, is making
good progress thanks to the efforts of Ben Field.

The 00 gauge layout is fully operational and is always popular.

We are hoping to open the model railway at weekends and bank holidays but need
more people to staff it. This involves operating the two layouts and talking to visitors.
The more people we can involve, the less onerous it becomes!

if you have 2 or 3 hours to spare during Saturday or Sunday and are interested in
joining a happy band of three trying to complete a very interesting N gauge layout and
operating it  on days when it is open to the public, please contact me on 01629
822807 or down at the railway on Saturdays. You will be made very welcome and
your help will be much appreciated.

We want your articles and photos for publication. Please send to the editor at the 

address on page 2. 

thCopy date for the next Ecclesbourne Express is Friday 8  June.
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HINDLOW STATION ON THE C&HPR  - Vince Morris

Part two of the story about Sunday newspaper deliveries in the Peak District: it is

remarkable what some people (like me) find interesting!

It continued until Dec 1946, when Bagshawe's approached the SM (now Mr Peake)

and, like Oliver Twist, asked for more: please could we agree a price of £1 per week?

The Derby DG&PM was not impressed.  A reply dated 19 Dec 1946 to Hindlow simply

stated: “I am not aware of any increased cost so far as private cars are concerned

compared with what has obtained throughout the war years, and if Mr Bagshawe

presses his application it will be necessary for him to give some justification as to why

the 25% increase is required, and to make a personal application to me”.  The SM
thwrote along these lines to Bagshawe on 28  Dec, but interestingly altered the

percentage increase to 33.3%. Bagshawe's replied, to Hindlow not Derby, in January

1947 explaining that oil, petrol and tyres had gone up, as had Sunday labour costs,

and also pointing out that the Railway had put up its rates! 

Not to be outdone Derby now asked Hindlow to “compare the traffic now with 1934 and

1939”.  Mr Peake replied that the traffic the whole time had consisted of 27 parcels,

and the same route was still being followed.  This resulted in a telephone call,

confirmed in writing from Derby to Hindlow.  The DG&PM wanted to know the precise

details of the traffic and how far Bagshawe's drove each Sunday, in typical railway

mode the total to include “empty running”.  Mr Peake gave the details required  (in the

file there is actually a list of all the papers: The Jug and Glass received one parcel of

Empire News and one  parcel of Sunday Chronicle.) and gave the mileage as 35: 17.5

with papers, 17.5 empty (this is actually a coincidence, the empty running was from the

garage at Brierley Bar to Buxton, and from the last drop off, at Longcliffe, back by

direct route to the garage, whilst the loaded route was from Buxton via the villages to

Longcliffe).  Derby's resolve was weakening, in a final flourish they asked Mr Peake
thto let them know what sort of vehicle was used to take the papers.  On 17  February

our SM was able to report  that Bagshawe's used a 12 Horse Power motor car!
thVictory was complete: Derby wrote to Hindlow on 27  March 1947 stating that they

were prepared to pay Messrs Bagshawe £1 per week, and would Mr Peake inform

them of this, get them to sign a new agreement, and, as a hand written addition to the

typed letter, asked them to let Bagshawe know that they could claim retrospectively
stfrom 1  January 1947, but through their next account.

This was all short lived: in May 1947 Derby “understood” that Kemsley News would be

used by the all the newspaper proprietors to collect and deliver the Sunday

newspapers from Buxton, so the LMS would not act as their agents to deliver on from

the station.  Mr Peake was asked by Derby to make “discreet enquires” about what
thwas proposed.  He replied on 15  May that it was indeed the case, and that Kemsley 



14

News had sub-contacted a certain W. Bagshawe and Sons to undertake the deliveries
thon their behalf.  Derby had no option but to write to Bagshawe on 20  May 1947

thterminating the contract of 1934 with effect from 25  May 1947.   Nowhere does it say
how much Kemsley News were going to pay Bagshawe!

My research suggests that there was a W. Bagshawe & Sons, Motor Engineers at
Brierly Bar from 1930 to 1981: does anyone know any better?

Finally,  many thanks to everyone who has renewed their membership for this year.  If
I sent you a reminder in the last edition and you have not yet replied there is a second
reminder included with this posting.  Please return to me as soon as possible.

ECCLESBOURNE VALLEY RAILWAY EVENTS: April-July 2012.

thThe 2012 Timetable runs on Saturdays and Sundays until 28  October,
supplemented by Special Event Weekends (See below.)

Day Rover Fares are: Adults £10, Concessions £9; Children £5; Families (2+3) £25.

Trains depart Wirksworth for Duffield at 10.20, 12.20, 14.20 & 16.20 to connect with
the East Midlands Trains Matlock Branch Service and return at 11.10, 13.10, 15.10 &
17.10. The Ravenstor Service will also be in operation.

th thThese services will also run on Tuesdays from 5  June to 25  September. Tuesday is
Market Day in Wirksworth.

The normal services are operated using Heritage Diesel Railcars.

th th  May Bank Holiday Open Days: 5 - 7 May. Services on both Duffield and Ravenstor
lines. Steam on the Ravenstor Service. The Day Rover Fares will be: Adults £10,
Concessions £9; Children £5; Families (2+3) £25. There will be a pre-bookable guided

thwalk,”Rails and Quarries of Wirksworth” on 5  May(12.30 start, £3.00, phone 01629
823076, open daily 10.00am to 4.00pm.)

nd thWirksworth Carnival and Jubilee Open Days: 2 –5 June. Services on both
Duffield and Ravenstor lines. Steam on the Ravenstor Service. Range of activities at
Wirksworth Carnival and Well Dressings. The Day Rover Fares will be: Adults £10,
Concessions £9; Children £5; Families (2+3) £25.

thThursday June 7  Half Term Operating Day. Normal time table and fares.

rd thJune 23 -24  Diesel Locomotive Weekend at Wirksworth. A weekend of loco
hauled passenger services on the Duffield Service. The Ravenstor line will also be
operating with more frequent trains. Adults £12.00, Concessions £10.00, Children
£6.00, Families (2+3) £29.00.

Wirksworth Classic Bus Rally Sun 1st July 2012. Both the Ravenstor and Duffield
lines will be in operation. Steam on the Ravenstor Service. There will be a range of
activities at Wirksworth, including heritage bus rides. Adults £12.00, Concessions
£10.00, Children £6.00, Families (2+3) £29.00.
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Classic Transport Weekend Sat 21st and Sun 22nd July 2012. Both the Ravenstor
and Duffield lines will be in operation. Steam on the Ravenstor Service. There will be a
range of various types of classic vehicles on display at Wirksworth Station. Adults
£12.00, Concessions £10.00, Children £6.00, Families (2+3) £29.00

Wirksworth Station is open from 10.00am to 5.00pm on operating days and 10.00am -
4.00pm for viewing when there no services are running.

See www.e-v-r.com  for further details.

ECCLESBOURNE EXPRESS BY E MAIL.

The Ecclesbourne Express is available electronically.  If you would like to receive your
copy in this form please will you inform John Hastings-Thomson.  We are continuing to
produce printed copies of the magazine to those who prefer to receive it in that form.

STOP PRESS
Linda and Chris at the Malt Shovel, Wirksworth Moor are organising a

Race Night on Friday 4th May at 8PM

to raise money for the Steam Engine Fund. We already have all the sponsors in
place so come along for an evening of fun and good beer and help us raise
money for the final stages of the rebuild of Henry Ellison.




