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NEWS UPDATE  -   Mike Craft

Following on from the last News Update, the water tank is now 
connected to the mains. The joints were tested before the 
bad weather set in and were leak free. 

thIn the last Express I referred to the success of the 10  Model 
Railway Exhibition. Although fewer people travelled to 
Wirksworth by train than last year, the numbers through the 

door were up and the profit was £1695. Unfortunately two layouts did not turn up but we still 
had 20 including the two at the Station. The shop, EVRA stall and Tombola in the 
Town Hall all increased their takings which also benefits the railway.

In November, the Trustees agreed to fund the transport to collect historical signalling 
equipment and other items for the Museum from Bletchley Park. Members went 
down beforehand to dismantle the equipment and on the day to help load. The 
donation of the equipment was due to the generosity of the members of Milton Keynes 
Model Railway Society, who unfortunately had to vacate their premises by the end of 
November. All items were donated to the Association and there will be some 
rearrangement of the displays in the Museum to accommodate the items.

At the same meeting in November, the Trustees responded to a request from 
WyvernRail and agreed to fund the resurfacing of a section of Shottle Platform, once
it is rebuilt.

In the middle of December, an auction organised by Great Central Railwayana was 
held at Derby. It was noticed that an item of interest to EVRA was listed in their 
catalogue, - a key for the ground frame for Wirksworth incline. We were successful in 
purchasing it, although there was competition and we now have the set from Duffield, 
through Wirksworth. Now they will all be on display in the Museum Coach at 
Wirksworth, when it re-opens in spring.

thMake a note in your diary of the 4  May 2013, when it is hoped that a steam gala will 
be held. On that day Henry Ellison will be officially brought into traffic.

Now our attention must focus on Cathryn and we have quotes for the major works to 
the boiler and for the other items – making a total of around £56,000. Any donations 
towards this will be gratefully received, acknowledged & gift-aided where appropriate.

SALES MATTERS - Pat Craft.

Christmas came early with many donations of railway and other books, jigsaws and 
other items, perhaps as people cleared their houses for the festive season! This was in 
addition to a range of items from railway videos, pictures and other things from the 
Milton Keynes Model Railway Society. In addition Bachmann Europe clearly was trying 
to bring out many of their new models ready for Christmas and the shelves throughout 
the shop have been very full. Five new boxes and two shelf sections of newly arrived 
second-hand transport books have appeared and we have been able to provide 
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several people with the books which they have been looking for, for a long time – they 
were on my “books wanted” list and some of the people were surprised to hear from 
me after a long time. Interestingly none of those contacted had managed to find the 
book which they wanted, so we had provided a real service.  

The shop still produces valuable income for the Association to enable our work 
supporting the EVR to continue and I am grateful to all the volunteers for making it 
possible. We have recruited one more volunteer in the shop but could still do with a 
few more to spread the increased load over the extended running this year. The shop 
is open on Saturdays in January and February when trains are running.

WHO CAN READ THE FUTURE? – Martin Miller

I write this soon after the end of the 2012 Santa season, where we achieved the best 
ever results for our Railway. The sheer hard work put in by everyone involved was a 
delight to behold and our visitors certainly appreciated the endeavour. One family had 
been with us for the last nine years and couldn't believe how it had evolved over a 
relatively short time. The noticeable change, as is happening in all walks of life, was 
the move from postal to online bookings with over 75% being over the internet showing 
the way forward for many of our “products”.

After an indifferent year I hope we will have more luck on our side in the shape of the 
weather on offer and less in the way of distractions for our potential passengers. The 
2013 programme capitalizes on the success of last year's Tuesday operations by 
extending these through from April to September. The steam weekend sponsored by 
EVRA in May will go some way to illustrating whether or not the lure of steam really 
adds to the bottom line.

Early indications are that the steam and diesel experience days will have a good year 
and it is pleasing that the testing business seems to be returning after quite a fallow 
period. Catering is off to a flying start this year as it didn't really get into its stride until 
Easter last year after the major refurbishment of the Pullman Buffet Car. So there are 
reasons to be optimistic that we will have a better financial result in 2013 than last year.

Nonetheless, we are faced with a basic conundrum that present trading only just 
covers the day to day running costs of the Railway and does not allow the build-up of 
any form of capital contribution which remains highly dependent on the contributions of 
our long suffering shareholders.

Work is going on behind the scenes to produce a coherent plan for the next ten years 
that will point the way forward after the first pioneering ten.

We are not alone in facing these financial pressures as everyone in the heritage 
railway movement seems to be reporting a grim 2012 causing less than palatable 
decisions to be made in terms of investment and staff numbers.

For my part, I will be even more actively seeking activities that contribute income to our 
enterprise and resisting expenditure on areas that do not add to the generation of cash.
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On a less grim note, the energy being put into assembling a decent locomotive hauled 
set of coaches is most encouraging with the Company, EVRA and LMSCA joining 
forces to produce a four coach set, well turned out, in time for the May extravaganza 
and a tantalizing prospect that we may have a more exciting visitor to haul them later 
in the year. It will pay you to keep a close eye on the web site over the next few months!

STEAM LOCO REPORT – Bob Gibbens.

No 3 (2360)

The winter maintenance schedule is well under way and most of the smaller jobs and
repairs have been finished.   A permanent brick arch has been fitted with the hope that 
this will improve the steaming rate.  All of the coupling rods and big end bearing have 
gone to a specialist company for white metaling. We hope to get them back early in the 
new year to allow time for turning the bearings to fit each individual crank pin. 
Hopefully the rods will be back on the loco before its next pay and play requirement.

From lessons learnt from the last operating season it has been decided to fit a second 
lubricator to lubricate the axle boxes. The distance the loco travels is sometimes too 
much for trimming lubrication to cope with and we have had instances of hot boxes

2217 Henry Ellison

Hopefully this locomotive will be fully operational for the new season. The vacuum 
problem that was discovered on its last steam test has been rectified. After remedial
work the vacuum system was tested by coupling up to the bubble car.  Likewise with 
No.3, a brick arch has been fitted and a second lubricator is planned before the start of 
next season. The paintwork is at present being rubbed down and as soon as the 
weather improves its final painting will take place 

1884 Cathryn 

Work is coming on at quite a pace in stripping this loco down.  Research is being 
untaken on the intricacies of its Coal Board modifications. The work is hard and 
difficult, coping with 40 years of rust.  All credit must go to Mick Clark and the 8F boys 
in the professional way they are tackling some very awkward jobs. Without their help 
we would not be as advanced as we are.

2013 SUBSRIPTIONS AND A REQUEST- Vince Morris

It's that time of year again:  if your subscription for 2013 is due there should be a 
renewal form enclosed. Please complete and return to me as soon as possible. As 
you may be aware, the qualification for “senior” category has been altered, and is now 
defined as “state pension age” (currently 65 for men  ~ 61.5 for women, sorry gents!).  
However, all existing senior members will remain on that grade even if under pension 
age, and those existing members who turned 60 last year or will this year will still be 
eligible to pay senior rates from now on.
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I am writing a leaflet for our younger visitors about railways in general.  It will include a 
few line drawings, which I am artistically incapable of producing. Is any member able 
to help EVRA by doing pencil line drawings for a leaflet we are producing?  If you feel 
you can help please e-mail me at vc.m@ntlworld.com - No fee!!

VOLUNTEERING AT THE E V R - Tom Tait.

Volunteers are the lifeblood of our railway.  Some of our volunteers join us following a 
successful career on our national railways but others join us with little or no railway 
experience. It is therefore important that we equip all our volunteers with the necessary 
skills and knowledge to perform their chosen role safely and competently. The 
following represents a brief overview of the training programmes designed for 
operational volunteers:

Your career starts with an INDUCTION to the railway including its departments, the 
roles that people undertake within them and the contribution these make to the overall 
running of the railway. If you wish to undertake a role within the operations department 
then you will need to undertake the next two courses.

The second course is called PERSONAL TRACK SAFETY. On this course you will be 
taught how to keep yourself safe when working on or near the line. You will be 
required to learn some common signs we use on the railway to communicate with 
each other and keep ourselves safe as well as a range of health and safety topics 
including personal protective equipment. Your knowledge and skills will be assessed at 
the end of the course. Following successful completion you will be competent to be be 
on or near the line in the course of your role.

Before your next course you will be required to undertake an assessment on your 
knowledge of the rule book. This is a self-directed study programme in which you 
complete the assessment at your own pace. It is referred to as a 'seen assessment' as 
you can refer to the rule book when completing the assessment. You will need to 
demonstrate that you have read and understood the rule book.

The last mandatory course is called the RAILWAYMAN'S COURSE. This course has 
been specifically designed to give you an introduction into the operation of a heritage 
railway. You will cover a range of topics including:

Operation of ground frames; layout of Wirksworth yard; run round loops; shunting 
awareness; passenger safety; train dispatch; fire safety; first aid; route knowledge; 
operation of crossing gates.

You may be assigned a Mentor to guide your progress during this time. The course 
assessment is by oral questions, multiple choice questions and practical assessment.

By successfully completing this course you will be able to undertake the important role 
of third Man. A period of consolidation is expected now as you may wish to further
explore your career options if you have not already done so.
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The next operations role is that of a Passenger Train Guard. The preparation to 

undertake this role is both theoretical and practical. However you must be in 

possession of a current PTS card and Rule Book assessment before you can start 

your training. During this time you will be assigned an experienced guard as a Mentor. 

It is not possible to determine how long your training will take as each person is 

different and will require support according to their individual needs, but you will only be 
assessed when both you and your Mentor feel you are fully prepared and confident to 

undertake the role.

For some volunteers their ultimate goal is to drive a train. There are different ways to

 achieve this. However, you will be required to undertake a theoretical assessment and

a practical assessment on rules of driving and the mechanics of the units/ locomotives

before stepping into the driver's cab.

To learn to drive a Diesel Multiple Unit with paying passengers you will be 

expected to be a qualified passenger guard with a minimum of one year's experience

of guarding passenger trains. To learn to drive a Diesel Multiple Unit without

passengers (empty coaching stock) you will have completed the Railwayman's

course and will normally be a member of the DMU restoration team.

To learn to drive a Diesel Locomotive you will be expected to have completed both

the Railwayman's and advanced shunting courses.

To become a Steam Locomotive driver you will be expected to have completed the 
railwayman's course, then start as a cleaner, progressing to fireman and eventually 

driver. You will gain the necessary shunting skills as part of your footplate training. 



Shottle Platform Rebuild Progress.

New Carpet in Class 119 DMU - Leigh Grattion.



Steam Team at Work - Peter Chambers.

Dismantling the signal at Bletchley Park - Dennis Lovett.
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MALT SHOVEL
Wirksworth Moor.

01629 822427.
“A family run pub.”

Linda and Chris welcome all visitors 
including walkers and dogs.

Open 7 days a week.

Sunday to Thursday 
12 noon until 12 midnight

Friday and Saturday
12 noon until 1 am.

Food
Monday to Saturday 12 noon-8pm.

Sunday Roast 12 noon-4pm.

Bed and Breakfast (per room)
£30 single, £45 double

Large function room suitable for all occasions.

En-suite Bedrooms.  Open All Day.

Dining in The Den.

Car Park at rear.

Acoustic nights every month

Guest Ales always available

R & R Motors

Vehicle Services
& Repairs to the 

highest standards

Station Road,
Coldwell Street,

Wirksworth, DE4 4FB

Phone:
01629 823336
07929 269262

Tel: 01629 822214                                Mobile: 0777 261 8883
info@theredlionhotelwirksworth.co.uk                               www.theredlionhotelwirksworth.co.uk
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A RAILWAY NOVICE LEARNS THE BLACK ARTS. 
Peter Chambers.

I had often observed a group of rough looking, hardy souls hammering and drilling a 
big black boiler thing in the yard in freezing conditions and sometimes covered in 
snow. Men to be avoided in the dark, I thought to myself.

In the spring of 2012 I went with some trepidation to the DMU/Steam shed to deliver a 
message. I was detained by a motley crew of elderly gentlemen and a woman covered 
in grease and soot. I was released on the promise that I would turn up for work the 
following Tuesday.

It was thus I joined the Steam Team.  Apart from one very knowledgeable teenager I
believe I am the youngest member, being a mere 67 years old.

On my first day I was standing outside by the boiler of Henry Ellison when the earth
shook and I experienced a series of deafening crashes. I looked up and saw a man,
with ear defenders on, wielding the largest sledgehammer I had ever seen attacking
some ironwork. I was informed that “Paul is just adjusting the foundation ring to fit”.
This was my introduction to Steam Team precision engineering. Everything seems to
be done with heavy hammers, 3 foot long spanners or a frighteningly fierce blowtorch.

My only engineering experience was the maintenance of my motorbikes in the 60's
when all that was needed was a hammer and screwdriver to fix anything. What I was 
witnessing here was, in a way, similar but on a vastly grander scale. I began to feel at
home. I was later to grind in the clack valves in the same way as I used to grind in my 
bike’s exhaust/inlet valves, but again on a grander scale.

Later that day I went into the end of the DMU/Steam Shed where there were a couple
of massive rusting cast iron  work benches on an earth floor damp with water, oil and
other strange liquids. The water table is visible just below the surface of the ballast in
our end of the shed. Mary was turning threads on things that looked like drain pipes. I
asked where the workshop was and was told that “this is it”. I later had a go at turning
threads. I was exhausted after 20 minutes. Mary can do it all day long.

When I arrived home after my first day my wife burst into laughter at my blackened 
appearance and I was made to undress in the garden and sluice myself down with the
hose before I was let in.

On my second week I was asked to paint the boiler cladding sheets. “Where is the
paint shop?” “It is here, on this patch of ballast”, I was told. Realisation soon dawned
that I was to be working in pre-mediaeval conditions using a collection of tools that
looked as if they had been rescued from the Ark centuries after it had sunk.

There is one exception to all this. There is a man called Stuart who appears from
nowhere and offers to renovate bolts, re-cut threads, turn brass fittings or to make a
new bladders tiddle for the clack valve. He has access to mysterious metal working
machinery and restores components or makes them from scratch saving a lot of money
in so doing.

Another source of enormous help is the 8F Group based in a railway carriage close by.
One end of their carriage is well appointed with kitchen, TV, WiFi, Sauna etc., a
veritable home from home, whilst the other end has tools, nuts bolts washers rods etc. 
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that the group has collected over 35 or more years. Access to this collection is vitally 
important to the Steam Team.

 The Group rescued an 8F that is currently running on the GCR. It took them 28 years 
to restore it. “If you had known how long it would take would you have done it ?” “NO” 
says Derek emphatically. The 8F group usually carries on the work that we do on 
Tuesday on the following Saturday. Derek also helps out on Tuesdays lying on his 
back on the ballast under Cathryn undoing nuts as big as saucers,offering advice 
and teaching me things. Everything has to be done by crawling over, and lying on, the 
ballast under the locos, hoping that the water table does not rise!

The Steam Team is made up of people from all walks of life, accountancy, surveyor, 
teachers, ex globe-trotting engineers, IT expert – even the odd railwayman. Bob, the 
overall Boss is an ex railway fitter and there are couple of ex-firemen.

The Steam Team is split into Maintenance and Restoration groups. There is free flow 
of personnel and skills between the groups. The Maintenance  Group, led by Dave, are 
the Drivers and Firemen who maintain and prepare the currently operational 
locomotive/s. It can take one man a whole day just to clean an engine. Boiler washouts 
are needed frequently and also take a full day to complete. The engines need a lot of 
TLC and repair. Extra mechanical lubrication, needed because of the high workload, 
and a brick arch, to aid efficiency and to protect the boiler tubes, are currently being 
fitted to Brian Harrison (Ferrybridge No.3).

The Restoration Group is led by Paul who is a born again blacksmith. If a part is 
missing he will make it. The others are equally inventive. Rod will make a brick arch or 
two at the weekend. He has fitted the vacuum braking on both the Andrew Barclay 
locos from scratch without the benefit of drawings or Haines manual. “How do you 
know how to do that?” “Well, I used to watch my father in his workshop when I was a 
young boy”, replies Rod.

I have been amazed at what I have been trusted to do, especially as any mistakes can 
be very costly. The group is happy to explain things to me, often more than once, and I 
am learning new things all the time. To illustrate my level of ignorance, I had never 
used wet and dry before, let alone knew what it was for, nor had I ever used an 
angle grinder.

I have also overcome claustrophobia and painted the interior of the water tank.

I have been able to watch and participate in the rebuilding of Henry Ellison and I have 
been amazed at the ingenuity and skill that it has taken to complete this locomotive. I 
was even more amazed that it ran so well on its first trip out of the shed - just the odd 
leak here and there!

Working with the Steam Team is like doing archaeology but with a live working product 
at the end of the dig. It usually takes me all week to get clean and for my muscles to 
recover for each Tuesday. I am having a wonderful time and learning a lot in making 
my transition from white collar to black collar worker. 
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MULTIPLE PROJECTS – LEIGH GRATION.

As the 2012 season draws to a close, the reduction in timetabled services for the
winter period allows the team time to focus on the two DMU projects in hand at the
moment. All of the winter timetable services have been operated using our unique
Derby Lightweight single car 'Iris' as this stalwart continues to provide not only reliable
and economical traction for the railway, but also a warm and comfortable environment
for our passengers.

The refurbishment of our other single unit, Class 122 W55006 is nearing completion
and may even be complete by the time this reaches you. At the time of writing, the
external metalwork has been completed, as has the subsequent repaint. This vehicle
has been in the shed some thirteen months having major bodywork repairs where 
the corrosion bugs had bitten. Many sections of framework and body-side panels have
been replaced including a completely new frame and sheet from the cab windows to the sole 
bar at the north end of the vehicle and a totally new cant rail at the south end. Much work 
was also carried out around both sets of double Guards doors, as not only was 
the metal rotten, but also the wooden pillars as well, making the doors very difficult 
to close!  Much of this work required the removal of many internal fittings, including somef the 
guards van ceiling and some guards van side panelling. Another large component 
that had to be removed was the fibreglass dome roof from the south end to allow 
access to the metalwork. All of this work takes time and the final repaint is an 
excellent decorative portion to finish off the major work undertaken. At the time of
writing work is continuing to return much of the internal fittings and, as mentioned
previously, it is hoped that a return to traffic is very close indeed.

The other project on going at the moment is 'the bubbles' Gloucester counterpart
Class 119 W51073. Remembering that this vehicle was in a much-stripped state after 
asbestos removal some years previously, the team have been making great strides in
recent months towards making this vehicle available for traffic for the first time in 
preservation. All of the internal panelling as well as the fixtures and fittings in the two
First Class saloons are now complete and a firm from Duffield has fitted a new deep
pile red carpet. At the time of writing, the plush first class seats are being prepared for 
reupholstering and another local firm from Heage is making the curtains, as they are a 
bespoke fitting. During November, work has rapidly progressed in the second class
saloon area to bring this up to the same standard. The side panels have been
completed and the luggage racks have been installed. New lino-type flooring is
currently being sourced. Following the completion of this area, work will progress into
the guards van.

There has been a somewhat two-pronged attack on this vehicle in recent weeks with
one half of the team working to progress the inside, whilst others have been working 
underneath to progress the mechanics of the vehicle. Work has included returning lots
of missing components from No.1 engine, that has also involved the complete
reinstallation of the coolant system, which was simply non-existent. At the time of
writing, there is still some work to do on this engine but the team had success as the
engine was started up for the first time in 19 years towards the end of November.

In to 2013 and the railway have scheduled a DMU event dubbed “Multiple Memories”
after several of our visitors to Diesel weekends mentioned they would like to see a 
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DMU event. Despite the fact that the railway uses DMU's on a regular basis it is rare
for more than just a handful of vehicles to be in service on any one day so we intend to
put on an interesting event featuring all of our operational vehicles. Look out for more
details to be released in due course!

ECCLESBOURNE VALLEY RAILWAY EVENTS: January - May 2013.

th nd th thThe 2013 Winter Timetable runs on Saturdays: 19  January and 2 , 9  & 16
 February. Wirksworth to Duffield only. 

Normal Day Rover Fares will be: Adults £9, Concessions £8; Children £5; Families (2+3) £23. 

Trains depart Wirksworth for Duffield at 10.20, 12.20 & 14.20 to connect with the
East Midlands Trains Matlock Branch Service and return at 11.10, 13.10 & 15.10.
The normal services are operated using Heritage Diesel Railcars.

ndThe 2013 Summer Timetable starts on Saturday 2  March (Saturdays and Sundays) on 
both the Wirksworth-Duffield and Wirksworth-Ravenstor Lines. 

Day Rover Fares will be: Adults £12, Concessions £10; Children £6; Families (2+3) £29. 
Special Event Fares may be higher.

Trains depart Wirksworth for Duffield at 10.20, 12.20, 14.20 & 16.20 to connect with the
East Midlands Trains Matlock Branch Service and return at 11.10, 13.10, 15.10 & 17.10.
The normal services are operated using Heritage Diesel Railcars.

SPECIAL EVENTS.
ndMarch 2 -3rd Diesel Locomotive Weekend at Wirksworth.

A weekend of loco hauled passenger services on the Duffield Service. The Ravenstor
line will also be operating with more frequent trains..

th th st st
Easter Open Days Fri 29 , Sat 30 , Sun 31  March, Mon 1  April.
Both the Ravenstor and Duffield lines will be in operation, with steam trains on the
Ravenstor line and our heritage railcars on the Duffield line. There will be an Easter Egg
Hunt around the station at Wirksworth.

May 4th, 5th and 6th May Bank Holiday Steam Weekend.

Both the Ravenstor and Duffield services will be steam hauled. The weekend will feature a 
visiting locomotive to celebrate the launch of newly-restored locomotive Andrew Barclay
 0-4-0ST “Henry Ellison”. 

There will also be a pre-bookable guided walk “Rails and Quarries of Wirksworth” on the
 6th May (12.30 start, £3.00, phone 01629 823076). 

Wirksworth Station is open from 10.00am to 5.00pm on operating days and
10.00am-4.00pm for viewing when there no services are running.

Train enquiries-Tel. 01629 823076,
See www.e-v-r.com  for further details.
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ECCLESBOURNE EXPRESS BY E MAIL. 

The Ecclesbourne Express is available electronically. If you would like to receive your 

copy in this form, please will you inform John Hastings-Thomson.

We are continuing to produce printed copies of the magazine for those who prefer to 

receive it in that form.

All unaccredited photographs are by Richard Buckby or John Hastings-Thomson.

EVRA PRIZE DRAW RESULTS 2012.

Income Ticket Sales £964, Expenditure : £430.20, Net income £533.80.

st1 6027. £100, Mrs S. Millar, Faversham, Kent.
nd2 1208. £75. Tim Moore, Acle, Norfolk.
rd3 2505. £50. R.Clayton, Breaston, Derbys.
th4 3351. DVDs: 100years of Trains & A momentous occasion. Mr E. Stockdale, 

Shirebrook,  Derbys.
th5 6234. Bottle of Burg Layer Schlosskapelle. Faith Borst, Wirksworth, Derbys.
th6 1489. Book: Locomotive Names. Mr J.G. Smith, Harwich, Essex.
th7 2287. Book: A Peakland Abecedary and M&S hand lotion and hand soap,

Mrs V.I. Brown, Wirksworth, Derbys.
th8 2636. Bottle of Dornfelder Red Wine. Richard Buckby, Ambergate.
th9 7797 Hat and Scarf set & Book: Heroes of Derbyshire. Rachel Clarke, Duffield.

th10 4011. DVD 100 Years of Trains and Print of Bennerley Viaduct painted by

Malcolm Parnham. Mr. J Lowe, Holbrook, Belper, Derbys.
th11 0109 DVD 100 Years of British Trams and Print of Ribblehead  Viaduct painted by 

Malcolm Parnham. Tony Chave, Kirkby in Ashfield, Notts.
th12 5087. Book: Lost Railways Of Derbyshire. Peter Godfrey, West Mersea, Essex.
th13 8003. Books Steam and Rail. W. Weston, Duffield, Derbys.
th14 6586. Bottle of Rose Wine. John Gratton, Wirksworth, Derbys.

THE NEXT EDITION IS OUR 50TH!

We are planning an enlarged 20 page magazine with 2 extra pages of 

colour photos to celebrate.

We are looking for articles and suitable photos reflecting the railway's 

development so far. Please submit articles and photos to Richard 

Buckby in the normal way, see p2.






