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NEWS UPDATE - Mike Craft 
 Again I start my report with sad news - John Gratton died in 
 December. Not only was he a friend but a staunch EVRA
 Trustee and EVR volunteer. Way back in the 1990s, he and I 
 attended the meeting in the Memorial Hall in Wirksworth, to 
 see if there was local support for re-opening the line, to which 
 we agreed. He started work on the railway as one of the
 Wirksworth Eight in November 2000 clearing what is now 
the lower car park before moving on down the line to Duffield doing the initial tree and 
scrub clearing. He set up the logging department to turn the material from the clearing 
into money for the railway. All along he has applied his skills to practically everything 
on the railway – plumbing, carpentry and engineering. He will be very sadly missed
not only for his skills but also his sense of humour. He was known to many of the 
volunteers as evidenced by the comments, the cards and letters to Enid and family and 
the numbers attending his funeral just before Christmas. .

Using the legacy we have spent further sums to benefit the railway. We have bought a 
new flail for the Komatsu to clear vegetation. The Komatsu has been sent away for 
modifications to comply with new regulations and also other repairs. More ballast and 
sleepers have been bought. We have also paid for the transport of the Oddingley 
signal box. By the time you read this much of the dust dock will have been removed, 
following the re-routing of the electrical supply by a contractor. When it is cleared a 
new surface will be laid for car parking. Arranging this work has been very time 
consuming, but hopefully the end result will be worth it. Following professional advice, 
we are in the process of arranging for a complete survey of the electrical system at 
Wirksworth, which, since it has been installed piecemeal, is not necessarily the most 
efficient. This means that we do not have to pay for a new supply.

An agreement has been signed with Great Central Railway to hire Jinty 47406 for most 
of the summer months, which will operate from Wirksworth to Duffield. The operating 
days are marked yellow in the 2017 timetable and on the EVR website.

We have discussed these projects and future ones with the executors of Sam Winfield 
so that the legacy will be spent as he wished it to be. 

On Friday 16th June 2017 we will be celebrating the opening of the line in 1867 and 
also the closure! It has been decided to offer EVRA members and WyvernRail 
shareholders one free return ticket on a train that day. As there are a limited number of 
seats, it will be on a first come first served basis and seats will be allocated 
accordingly. Members and shareholders will be entitled to bring one guest at a cost of 
£10, payable when booking. Applications should be made in writing to me (see 
address inside front cover), by 31st March and you will be sent your ticket(s) in May. 
The trains leave Wirksworth at 11.15, 13.20 and 15.15. Please indicate which train 
you wish to travel on and we will try to meet your wishes.
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We are extremely short of catering staff to operate on some of the trains. If you are 
interested please contact Eric Hills or me, for an explanation of what is required and to 
arrange an interview.

Although, we made a profit of over £600 at our 14th Model Railway Exhibition in 
October, unfortunately there were several problems with the hiring of each of the halls 
and it has been decided not to hold any more exhibitions. They were originally 
designed to raise awareness of the railway as well as providing an attraction 
for railway modellers and have achieved both of these objectives.

We are very grateful for a donation from the estate of Ben Spooner who had been a 
member for several years.
 
As I write we have already taken 10 bookings for steam driving experiences and more 
are in the pipeline.  At the start of the season in March and the first weekend in April 
there are slots in both the mornings and afternoons and then mornings only on specific 
days before the Jinty arrives.

I am very grateful to Andrew Denham who has taken over the running of the 100 club 
after Mike Ball resigned unexpectedly. It has taken Andrew some time to become familiar
with the system set up by Mike, but he has now sorted out a system that works for him.
We are sorry for the slight hiatus but it is good to know that all is now back up and running.
  
The Association is running some special events during the year, the first of which is 
another steam hauled Jazz night, following the sell out evening last year. This will be 
held on the evening of Saturday 29th April, on the May Day Bank holiday weekend, 
with tickets priced at  £19 each. There will also be another steam hauled Cheese and 
Wine evening (which also sold out last year) on the evening of Saturday May 20th at 
£25 per ticket. Details on the EVRA Website.

SALES MATTERS - Pat Craft

The autumn is always a quiet time although the advent of the anniversary wagon in 
late November has boosted sales. There are a few diaries left – probably too many 
computers and Ipads etc fulfil this function now! So if you want one please let me 
know. Santa trains were mixed for sales as usual but some good days, helped by the 
wagons and other model items were noted. 

The first sale of miscellaneous items will be over all three days of May Day Bank 
holiday weekend. We have a good supply but donations will always be welcomed! If 
you are bringing boxes of books, magazines or items for the sale please contact me 
first since there is too little room in the shop to store them and if I arrange to meet you I 
can take items straight into storage to deal with them. 

I must thank all of the shop volunteers for coping with the good and the less good days 
in the last three months. I hope that the Volunteers Day in February may bring a few 
more to help us with the very full timetable planned for this special year. If you would 
like to know more about volunteering in the shop please contact me or come along on 
18th February to find out more.
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150th Anniversary 00 scale Seven Plank Wagon
Swift Hazelwood.

Just before Christmas seven large boxes arrived from our friends at Bachmann containing 
EVRA’s latest limited edition wagon in the livery of Swift Hazelwood.  They have taken the 
whole project from initial enquiry to delivery in 12 months. 

Commissioned to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the opening of the Duffield to 
Wirksworth Branch Line in 1867, the 70th Anniversary of the end of passenger services 
in 1947, the 25th Anniversary of Wyvern Rail in1992 and the 20th anniversary of the 
founding of Ecclesbourne Valley Railway Association in 1997. 

The wagon is in the livery of Swift Hazelwood. Hazelwood, the first station on the branch 
line after Duffield. Herbert Swift was Station Master there from 1890 to 1926 and the
family were also coal merchants and owned two wagons, the subject of the model.

The model is available from the EVRA Shop or by mail order through the EVRA 
Website: www.evra.org.uk or to my email address: hastingsthomson@btinternet.com  
Orders for more than one wagon to the same address should be made to my email 
address. It is a limited edition of 504, priced at £16.50 collected from the EVRA Shop 
at Wirksworth, Derbyshire or £20 including P&P. Postage rates for multiple orders can 
be obtained from my email address.

I must apologise for the slowness of delivery on early orders, while we got the system 
up and running (which was in the run up to Christmas). Early demand for mail order 
was much higher than expected. Currently orders are being processed in 1-2 days. 

Finally watch out for some Bachmann bargains in the EVRA Shop soon!

STOP PRESS: Bachmann have announced that they are to produce a 00 scale model of 
the MR 0-4-4T. Some worked with the Wirksworth Branch for over 40 years.

ECCLESBOURNE 150 - 2017’S YEAR OF CELEBRATION
Neil Ferguson-Lee.

2017 is a big year: we have no fewer than five significant anniversaries this year and 
I’ve managed to find at least one more since we first planned 2017 as a gala year.
The first anniversary is the biggie: it is the 150th anniversary of our railway opening.  
A product of what I continue to call shin-kicking capitalism, our railway was built as a 
commercial tactic to guarantee that the Midland Railway could reach Rowsley and 
then Manchester, free from the threat of interference by the hated rivals, the London 
& North Western who had an interest at the time in the direct route through Matlock.  
How different Wirksworth might have been if the Midland had continued with their plans 
and tunnelled under Cromford Hill and carried on to Rowsley.

The second, in 1947, marked the suspension of passenger services that continued until 
we reopened to Duffield in 2011.  On a dull, rainy day in June 1947 the last service ran 
from Wirksworth, bringing down the curtain on 75 years of passenger operation.  Frustratingly
for the people of Wirksworth, the entire output of DMUs from Litchurch Lane came to be 
tested on the Wirksworth Branch. Fortunately, some of those units now run as part of 
the EVR’s services.



The third anniversary seems not to affect our railway but is probably one of the most 
important events regarding the survival of our railway.  The closure of the Cromford & 
High Peak Railway, in 1967 led to the construction of the rather ugly Dust Dock at 
Wirksworth Station that ensured our line remained as a mineral railway moving by rail 
the traffic that had been moved on the southern section of the C&HP.

The fourth and fifth anniversaries are very much modern history: In 1992 a small 
group of professional railway managers saw the potential of railway privatisation and 
formed a little company called WyvernRail with the intention of running ‘open access’ 
services from Wirksworth to Derby while in 1997, the Derby & Wirksworth Railway
Association, the precursor to this august Association was founded at a public meeting
in Wirksworth.

We have launched the website ecclesbourne150.org to celebrate events and this 
includes listing the events that will take place to celebrate these anniversaries and 
hope that with steam for most of the summer and visiting diesel locomotives too, 
Wirksworth will be a place alive with things to do and see.

And the sixth anniversary?  It will have been 15 years since the launch of our share 
issue where people like your good selves put their hands in their pockets and helped
make the Ecclesbourne Valley Railway what it is in 2017: a successful community
endeavour backed-up with enthusiasm and commitment. Here’s to Ecclesbourne 200!

JANUARY MUSE - Vince Morris.

I was flicking through the newsletter from a very successful heritage railway and was 
impressed by a letter from one of the members.  (Yes people actually write to the 
editor!) (one day I might get one, Ed!) It simply said “thank-you to all the active 
volunteers who keep the railway going” and went on to explain that the lay members 
very often took the running of the railway for granted.

I thought the letter writer was absolutely right: we are all, even the volunteers, guilty 
of taking everybody else’s area of activity for granted.  Everyone in the PW team, like me, 
knows that we are the most important group: without the track there would be no 
railway.  However, I have heard it said that the DMU team have the same view about 
their activity: without any rolling stock there would be no railway.  And the operating 
department knows full well that without any train crew there would be no 
railway......without any booking hall staff, catering staff etc.

As far as I am aware we have not had to cancel any time-tabled train services this year 
so far (at the time of writing we still have Santa Specials to run).  This must prove 
something: clearly it shows that the PW team are the most important..... or is it the 
DMU group, or the operating department, the vegetation clearance team, the catering 
department or even the accountants?  No, what it shows is that everybody is vital to 
the operation of the railway: whilst no one is indispensable, everyone is essential.  It is 
called teamwork, and it diffuses through the whole operation and we don’t even notice 
it. So, to echo the original letter writer: Thank-you, everyone, for your contribution 
to make the railway work.
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I spent a happy day recently driving around a very rural area of the country trying to 
find a small (in length) railway.  If it had not been for the Sat-Nav I would never have 
found it.  But when I did I was fascinated by the difference between their development 
and ours.  They have started, as it were, around the other way from us: they have a 
steam shed, with a loco to put in it, a licensed bar, a tea room,  carriage shed, rake of 
coaches and several reliable shunting locos. They have even inherited a substantial 
range of original buildings. But they have only a few hundred metres of track running 
from nowhere to nowhere, and have recently had planning permission to extend the 
line turned down on grounds of nuisance (although the land-owner was prepared to 
sell his holding to them). Thus their train service is very limited but their facilities are 
first rate.  We, on the other hand opened with a significant length of track, but only now 
are we getting the infrastructure we require to join the “big-boys” in preservation: a 
steam shed; covered servicing accommodation and booking halls which are up to the 
job. I shall be watching my newly discovered rural railway very closely over the coming 
years to see how it develops: if they can extend their services they will be a worthy 
member of the heritage railway movement.

What this, of course, shows is that there is no model for preserving a railway, each one 
has developed in its own, often topsy-turvy, way and it is this variety which makes the 
whole heritage railway movement so interesting, but sometimes so frustrating: why do 
some get grants from the local council whilst others have to fight tooth and nail to even 
get recognition as a force for good in the community? Why do some get generous 
lottery funding whilst others get nothing?  Time for another, specific, “thank-you” to the 
people behind the scenes at EVR: people the visitors never see, let alone think about.  
Without our teams beavering away we would not have got grants for such things as 
Ravenstor platform, platform 3 at Wirksworth, the maintenance facility extension or 
various community awards. We currently appear to be good at it!  As the future becomes 
the present there is little doubt that grant money will get scarcer, so we will have to 
get even better at demonstrating our success, both as a railway and as a pillar of the 
local community, if we want to continue getting external financial support for our project.   
The teamwork which has got us thus far must continue and expand. What ever the 
motivation of individuals or departments, they must all be subservient to the most 
important one: running trains along the beautiful Ecclesbourne Valley to-day, tomorrow 
and for ever.  Simple!

Have you Joined The “100 Club” yet?
Help fund projects to develop the EVR.

REMEMBER
“YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT”

With your help we can achieve so much more.
Membership is open to all, including

non members of EVRA.   All welcome!



Presentation to Norman Boulton after he opened the new Duffield Station Building.
Geoff Clark.

Orddingley Signal Box at Shottle.  Neil Ferguson-Lee.



EVRA’s next challenge. The BSK due to be out shopped for the beginning
of the 2017 season.

Another happy visitor to Santa.
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SIGNALLING SALVAGE: ODDINGLEY SIGNAL BOX
Tim Oaks.

As the railway develops, more sophisticated signalling systems will be required. If we 
wish to run trains both in and out of platforms  1 and 2 at Wirksworth, pass trains at 
Shottle or run through level crossings without stopping for the guard to dismount, then 
appropriate arrangements will have to be made. Signalling projects have a long 
lead time and the material is disappearing fast. Under British Railways it was quite 
possible for volunteer working parties to gain access to the railway on salvage 
expeditions, which is just about impossible today, and the contractors will rarely have time 
to dismantle the old equipment carefully: it often just gets broken up.

Last Winter the extensive semaphore system at Barnetby Junction was decommissioned 
and either scrapped or put into “strategic store”, to the great disappointment of 
several concerned citizens from various railways who then banded together to pool 
information. Eventually this led to an opening at Sheffield.

The essence of it was that the basement of the Sheffield Power Box, now out of 
use, had been used to store miscellaneous S & T gear for years and now needed to 
be cleared. It was away from the operational railway so volunteers could act 
independently, and there was a loose but workable agreement as to which railway 
would get what. Mick Thomas, Tony Joyce, Rob Davies, Mike Ball and others agreed 
to get involved and I booked a tail lift van. We met up on site with representatives of 
the Churnet Valley, Lincolnshire Wolds, Yorkshire Wolds, Peak  and Chasewater 
Railways.

The basement turned out to be a labyrinth of windowless rooms and passages, and at 
the end of it was a large and dimly lit chamber containing a jumbled mass of signalling 
gear, which we set about classifying into matched sets. A retired signalling engineer 
and old friend, Steve Ryszka turned up and helped with the identification.

Then the obstacle race began. As a flood defence measure, the basement is divided 
into sections by dwarf walls about two feet high and all the equipment had to be carried 
or wheeled over the divisions and through the maze. 

The equipment recovered for the EVR included about 30 assorted electric lever locks 
which are absolutely essential and very rare, facing point lock with associated stretcher 
bars, a large quantity of signal wire pulleys, large bench vice and assorted rodding 
cranks. Our 35cwt hire van was well loaded by the time we had finished.

It all went very well, and as a result of the contacts made, we were offered the Midland 
Railway level crossing box at Oddingley which was just about to be taken out. This 
had been offered to the Chasewater Railway, but they had already salvaged and rebuilt all 
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the signal boxes they needed and very kindly passed the project on to us.

Oddingley Box is one of the smallest single boxes produced by the Midland Railway, 
single storey and about 11’6” wide at the base. It was used as a base for the crossing
keeper who operated the manual gates at a remote spot where a minor road crossed
the Midland line to Birmingham, so there was no longer any lever frame.  It seemed to 
be in very good order and I was given authority to recover it.

A lot of work had to be done behind the scenes; we engaged Reid Freight International 
who were acceptable contractors to Network Rail in that area, lifting plans and method 
statements were approved following a site conference and we got the final go ahead 
about two working days before the box was due to come out. Without the active help of 
Network Rail we would never have got the scheme approved in time.

The method was that the main uprights should be cut through about a foot below the 
floor, which kept the load to an acceptable height and saved Network Rail a lot of 
digging. Next lifting beams would be threaded through underneath and the box lifted 
out onto a low loader fitted with a large HIAB crane at around 6 am. We would not be 
allowed to take any part in this, so there was nothing to do but wait at Shottle for the 
Box to turn up, which is where the trouble started. It came under escort as an 
abnormally wide load due to the lifting beams sticking out sideways under the box. The 
beams were 13’ long, the gateposts at Shottle are 12’ apart.

The Reid Freight team set up their crane, lifted the box over the gate onto the 
foundations of the old seed merchants hut, then ran through, picked it up again and 
took it down the yard where it now sits on sleeper packings. It had lost its finial to an 
overhanging branch but otherwise it did not have so much as a cracked window pane.  
All this activity delighted the passengers on the day and the box has attracted a great 
deal of interest since its arrival. I spent a couple of Saturdays securing the box with the 
help of Neil Ferguson Lee and his father in law. I have seen a few salvaged signal 
boxes over the years and this is the best of them all. By contrast, I recently inspected a 
similar box which was available complete with frame. I am not unduly cautious but that 
particular box was so rotten I did not dare go in it.

The plan is to start restoration work in the Spring, just where to use it remains a matter 
for debate and depends on what else may be available. We do have other irons in the 
fire and we are starting to get offers of help.  There is a possibility of getting at least 
one more signal box, –  but the question is how rapidly we can build up a department 
to conserve and rebuild the box structures. If you are interested then please make 
yourself known.

I would particularly like to thank Stephen Pratt at Network Rail, Rob Williams at Reid 
Freight, Mark Sealey at Chasewater and Dominic Beglin at Peak Rail



BAGNALL 2746 “THE DUKE” - Tim Oaks.

Our chosen boiler contractor has completed  the lease of his new workshop, so we are 
hoping for great things.

Meanwhile there has been steady progress on the rest of the locomotive. The new 
piston rings have been fitted to the pistons, which are now back in the block and the 
cylinder covers firmly bolted on. The slide bars have also been finally adjusted and 
fitted after a lot of very patient work by Mick Clarke with a home-made electric 
micrometer. The crosshead slippers have been white metalled and machined ready for 
the fitting of the connecting rods, which are away at Loughborough having the new big 
end brasses fitted.

The valve gear has been fully reassembled and works off the reversing lever; the brake
gear has also been reassembled and connected to the handbrake column; No.1 van is 
getting quite empty and long overdue for a good clearout. 

No.2 van now has a new roof and a new floor and is being used to keep the freshly primed 
cladding sheets out of the rain over the winter.

The cab sides have been bolted down on the footplate and we are hoping that the hiab 
lorry which collects the boiler will bring in the new bunker.

Meanwhile we still have plenty of 00 gauge wagons for sale, as set out in our 
advertisement at the back of the magazine. Our range includes seven different 
Derbyshire prototypes. There are now just two of the Bachmann Galatea Jubilees left, 
when these are gone there will be no more. Price: £90 + £9-00 postage from Bagnall
Locomotive Group, 13 Trenchard Drive Buxton SK17 9JY.

DMU REPORT – Leigh Gration.

It has been a quiet time in the world of DMU restoration, but most certainly not in the 
area of maintenance. As always, winter provides the perfect opportunity to do both 
the routine maintenance and niggling repairs from the previous season. The Metro-
Cammell three car set operated all of our Santa trains as well as New Year Trains 
covering a total of 583 miles. The biggest issue comes with the centre car because the 
batteries charge from a dynamo mounted to the axle the same as a coach. This is fine 
in normal service as the real charge kicks in after around 20mph but our Santa 
trains often do an average speed of around 15mph which means that the batteries 
aren’t getting the charge they require for running the heaters and the lights. It must be 
closely monitored and managed by the duty fitter and a land line charger is used overnight. 
It is proposed to change the saloon lighting to LEDs soon to remove the draw of ten 
60w lamps from the equation.
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Derby Lightweight single car ‘Iris’ hasn’t seen use since it returned from the Dean 
Forest Railway, primarily to investigate and repair faults that have developed. It is 
hoped that there will be a real push on this vehicle during January as the other old 
engine-driven dynamo which has now also failed needs removing and converting to an 
alternator the same as other DMUs. You may remember that the other dynamo was 
replaced with an alternator in the early part of last year.

It hasn’t all been maintenance though! Work has progressed on the Permanent Way’s 
Bubble Car. The refurbished fibreglass dome was reinstated in November and the 
south end cab then received a complete coat of undercoat. Attention has turned to 
the north end cab now, which has the same structural issues that we have already seen. 
These top rail issues are not uncommon on first-generation vehicles so it isn’t really 
a surprise.

The Derby Lightweight two car set has also received some attention, primarily to the 
underframe. Most of the components have been stripped off to allow for their overhaul 
as necessary. This process also enables easy access to wiring conduits for inspection 
and the all important conversion from Yellow Diamond to Blue Square multiple working 
so that the set can operate with all of the other DMUs on site. There isn’t a target date 
for the completion of the set as there is a huge amount of work to be undertaken.

EVR TIMETABLE: February - April 2017.

Day Rover Fares will be: Adults £13, Concessions £12; Children £6.50; Families (2+3) 
£33. Special Event Fares may be higher. 

Wirksworth to Duffield, From February 11th trains between Wirksworth and Duffield 
will operate on Saturdays, Sundays and Tuesdays plus Thursday 16th February, 16th 
March, 6th, 13th & 20th April and Fridays 7th,14th & 21st April. Please see also below for 
the Special Events Weekends. The services are operated using Heritage Diesel Railcars.  

Steam will operate on the incline service to Ravenstor during Easter weekend
Friday 14th to Monday 17th April and May Day Bank Holiday weekend Saturday 
29th April to Monday 1st May. 

PLEASE NOTE THERE IS A SUPPLEMENTARY CHARGE FOR THIS SERVICE.

Please see website or printed timetable for details
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SPECIAL EDITIONS BY DAPOL

BOWN & SHAW, of Wirksworth. 
4 plank wagon, red with white letters shaded

black, edition of 200 £13-00.

S. TAYLOR FRITH, of Peak Forest.
Red with white letters shaded black,

limestone load, edition of 200. £13-00

BUGGLESKELLY GAS LIGHT AND
GENERAL TRADING

Postage: £3-50 for up to 3 wagons.

Available from Bagnall Locomotive Group,
13 Trenchard Drive Buxton SK17 9JY.

DERBYSHIRE OO WAGONS

SPECIAL EVENTS

Saturday 18th February 2017 - Join the Team Volunteering Day.
Start your new hobby with us! We’re throwing the doors open to potential new volunteers 
so come along and see what we do and chat to those who make it happen!

Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th March 2017 - Diesel Locomotive Weekend. 
Our first diesel enthusiasts event of the season featuring visiting Class 14 D9537 “Eric”. 
Our intense timetable will be in operation on the Duffield line and you can sample the diesel 
locomotives on the Ravenstor incline too!

Friday 14th, Saturday 15th, Sunday 16th and Monday 17th April 2017 Easter Weekend
Come along and spend a fun-filled Easter Weekend with the family on the railway. There’ll 
be steam on the Ravenstor line too!

Full details at www.e-v-r.com or phone 01629 823076

Saturday Evening 29th April: Steam hauled Jazz night, tickets priced at  £19 each. 

Saturday Evening May 20th: Steam hauled Cheese and Wine evening at £25 per ticket. 

DETAILS OF BOTH STEAM HAULED EVENTS ON THE EVRA WEBSITE.




