
Issue No. 84                      £2.00

AUTUMN 2021



2 

N.B. The Winter Edition will be published in January 2022 
Contributions are welcome by post/email to the editors: editorsEE@talktalk.net 

Our DEADLINE DATE for inclusion will be December 5th 2021 
NB A reminder will be sent 7 days prior to the deadline date 

Page1: Sat 4th Oct: Crews of the last train of the day - doubled headed by 80080 & 9466. 

photo © John Stokes 

Page24: D1842 heads the last train of the day at the Diesel Gala on 8th Aug. 

 photo © John Stokes 

Company Secretary: Ian Bowley 164 Cole Lane Borrowash 
Derby DE72 3GP Tel: 07976 630775 
Email: datman2@hotmail.co.uk 

Treasurer: Lindsey Bowley 164 Cole Lane Borrowash 
Derby DE72 3GP Tel: 07756 011790 
Email: treasurerevra@outlook.com 

Other Directors: Mike Craft Tel: 01629 825213 
Email: mikecraft7@btinternet.com 
Pat Craft (Marketing) Tel: 01629 825213 
Email: mikecraft7@btinternet.com 
Andrew Denham Tel: 01623 623985 /07525 701951 
Email: trish-and@talktalk.net 
Ben Field Tel: 07796 155791 
Email: benfield96@gmail.com 
James Hallam Tel:07415 258768  
Email: james.hallam97@yahoo.co.uk 
Eric Hills Tel: 07961 938353 
Email: eric.hills@hotmail.com 
David Williams Tel: 07833 746048 
Email: roy-williams4@sky.com 

Editors: Andrew Denham & Trish Birks 
2A Stanley Road Forest Town 
Mansfield Notts NG19 0BY  
Andrew: 07525 701951 Trish: 07736 968026 

Email address:       editorsEE@talktalk.net 

Membership Secretary: Nathan Cooke 101 Belper Lane 
Belper Derbyshire DE56 2UH 
membershipevra@outlook.com 

Website:   www.e-v-r-a.com   Web Master: Nathan Cooke 

Ecclesbourne Valley Railway Association 
(Company No.5257082 - Limited by Guarantee) (Charity No. 1106810) 

2



3
3 

 

LLeetttteerr  ffrroomm  tthhee  EEddiittoorrss  
Welcome to the 84th Edition of the EVRA 
Ecclesbourne Express. 

Sadly, we have lost another EVRA 
member, please see p4. 

We are now entering autumn, and, even 
as the days shorten, plans are afoot for 
our next ventures, including a Hallowe’en 
event and the return of our Christmas 
spectacular, bigger and  better this year. 

August had a diesel gala that was well 
received with the visiting class 47 getting 
lots of interest then a programme that 
involved 10 days continuous running of 
our steam fleet, followed almost 
immediately by the Steam Gala in 
September. A busy month for the 
volunteers and organisers. 

We are almost back to normal at long 
last. Some visitors still wear masks, 
which we encourage, as this pandemic is 
still there in the background.  

On the 1st September, your editors, who  
were staying in our caravan at the 
railway pending a retirement do that day, 
were jolted awake as a series of 
characters began to arrive and we 
discovered that we were in the middle of 
a film set for a Bollywood movie, 
complete with about 150 actors plus the 
entourage that goes with it, amounting to 
about 200 in all. Never a dull moment! 

Time to reflect and recharge ready for 
the next event. On the Ecclesbourne 
Valley Railway. As always, stay safe and 
well. 

Please check at www.e-v-r.com or www.e-
v-r-a.com for up-to-date information 
regarding services, times and facilities 
available before travelling to the Railway. 

Page 1:Left to right: 

Simon, Hannah, Arron, Chris, Nikki, Andrew 
and Declan. 
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He soon became a dab hand at refitting seats in compartments, staining and 
varnishing woodwork and helped with the restoration of the SO and its conversion to 
a buffet bar. He brought along a panel pin punch, which none of us had seen before 
and was given the job of repanelling the coaches, especially the SO. He helped in 
building EVRA’s Museum and shop, forming the framework and painting the outside 
of it. 
 
He had always been interested in the children’s play area and when it began to look 
tired he obtained a grant from the local council, towards the cost. With Alan Taylor he 
then set about reinstating it. Unfortunately he never saw it finished. 
 
Tony will be sadly missed as a working volunteer, as part of the coach and 
maintenance team, and as friend who regularly turned up at Wirksworth, irrespective 
of weather, on Tuesdays and Thursdays. We felt that, when we last saw him in 2020, 
that he had passed his apprenticeship! 
Mike Craft 

OBITUARY Tony Faulkner 

COACHES AND OTHER PROJECTS                                 Mike Craft 

The TSO has been moved into the maintenance shed for a programme of restoration 
work on the outside and chassis, under a contract, as our volunteers are unable to 
carry out the work. All of the internal restoration has been carried out by the small 
team of coach restorers.  Work on the SO has been carried out to uncover key points 
which are potentially in need of welding etc. and to undertake repairs to doors and 
other areas which are within the scope of the volunteer team. 

 

We have now received the steam valves, which were manufactured and are gearing 
up to installing them on our coaches, which currently lack the necessary means of 
heating for the winter services. 

 

Elsewhere, the team has been restoring artefacts and signs on three platforms, 
Wirksworth, Idridgehay and  Shottle. 

With sadness, I have to report the passing of Tony Faulkner, a trustee, 
who joined as a volunteer some seven years ago. He came from a 
background of teaching and when he came to us he had very few DIY 
skills. He wanted to work on the Association’s coaches and we later 
found out that several of his relatives had worked on the railways and his 
grandfather had worked at Wolverton on coach manufacture and repair. 
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The summer has progressed well, with the diesel gala, the theatrical extravaganza 
lasting ten days and then the steam gala at the start of September, all of which 
produced enhanced sales. The latter produced the highest ever income on a single 
day in the new building. Even so the sales on weekdays and other weekends have 
mainly sustained a good income. As noted last time on some non-event days the 
income is unusually high, not always coinciding with the arrival of coaches, especially 
those from rail travel companies, of which there have been a few this summer.  
 

Also as last time, the level of donations has been high and this can be quite an extra 
work load for the volunteers, especially now that, since the restrictions were lifted, 
some are working alone. I am grateful to all of them, even though my heart sometimes 
sinks a bit when I see how many boxes and bags of donations are waiting in the office! 
 

The Bric a Brac sale went well, with £750 raised and more to come from some silver, 
a watch and some specialist items although there were moments of panic in the days 
leading up to the Bank Holiday. A couple of volunteers and I had the end of the sorting 
and pricing in sight until the final rush of donations which more than trebled what we 
already had dealt with. Luckily, two stalwarts spent a day sorting out the new 
donations and then pricing them, including identifying the valuable items. A marquee 
was erected next to the Museum and shop and proved a very prominent attraction. 
Thanks are due to all those who donated the items, those who sorted and priced 
them, those who erected the marquee, those who transported the items from storage 
to the marquee, those who spent three days selling and then returned to help sort out 
the remaining items after it was over. 
 

Many of these volunteers, who helped to make it all happen, appear in more than one 
category, which shows how essential and multi-talented our volunteers are! 

SALES MATTERS                                                                  Pat Craft 

100 CLUB APPEAL              Andrew Denham (treasurer, 100 Club) 
Dear reader, we are after your money again! But at least this time, you have the 
chance to get something back. 

For only £12 per year, you have the chance to win cash prizes. Currently 1st prize is 
around £70, 2nd prize around £45 and 3rd prize around £25. 

All entries cost £1 per month and are drawn every 3 months. At the year end draw on 
31st December there are 5 prizes and a small portion of the income every month tops 
up the fund for this.  You can have as many entries as you like. 

For every pound we receive, 50p is returned in prize money and 50p goes to EVRA 
general funds to help with all our projects. Contact me (editors details p2) or look on 
e-v-r-a.com for details. Come and join us - no tambourine needed! 

(Note: f you have friends who would like to join, they don’t have to be EVRA  members!) 
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Defibrillator: an apparatus used to control heart fibrillation by application of an electric 
current to the chest wall or heart. 

So where are these magic box’s and how do you use one? 

We have at least two on site at Wirksworth,  

One in the museum and one is in the buffet coach, 

The guard on every scheduled train leaving Wirksworth also has one. 
 

During an emergency, would I have been able to use one with confidence? 

I like to think so, but certainly can now after having had a three hour course of training 
along with ten other volunteers on basic first aid, mouth to mouth resuscitation and 
use of a defibrillator. 

I have put a special nose and mouth mask in with all our defibrillators so that there is 
no human contact. 

Like everything else these days, there is no mouth to mouth unless no apparatus is 
available. 

Many thanks to all the volunteers who gave up their own time to be on the course. It 
was a pity the uptake was not better as we had space for four more. 

 Well done EVRA for organizing it as it was money well spent. 

      Company Secretary 

LIFE IN A BOX                                                                  Ian Bowley 

Loco No 9466:  MEET THE OWNER’S REP Ben Evason 

Ben joined the Gloucestershire Warwickshire 
Railway in 2005, working up from cleaner to 
driver and now a traction inspector. He is also a 
fireman on the West Somerset Railway. He has 
been lucky enough to drive and fire a huge 
range of engines from small industrials through 
to Flying Scotsman!  
 

He enjoys all aspects of railway life and is a 
Main line driver as a career for CrossCountry 
Trains and has been driving for 8 years now. He 
loves every minute. 

Ben came to Ecclesbourne Valley Railway with 
9466, and thinks it is a great place with so much 
potential. He enjoys seeing people progress and 
is a member of the EVRA ‘Dream Steam Team’ 
 

Currently living in Bristol, he likes coming up to 
Derbyshire on a mini steam break.  
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HONORARY TREASURER                                      Lyndsey Bowley  
 

This is an appeal for a replacement Honorary Secretary: 
Do you think you may have the qualifications required to take on this important role?  

Lindsey Bowley is standing down as Treasurer at the next Annual General Meeting  
(13th November 2021) so the Board of Trustees are looking for a replacement.  

 

The key responsibilities are as follows: 

To oversee all financial aspects of the Charity on behalf of the Board of Trustees 
to ensure both its long term and short term viability.  

To assist the Chair, other responsible officers and the Company Secretary in 
ensuring that the Board of Trustees fulfils its duties and responsibilities for 
the proper financial governance of the Charity.  

To report regularly to the Trustees on all financial matters relating to the Charity.  

To keep accurate accounting records and liaise with the Independent Financial 
Examiners appointed  by the membership. 

Payment of invoices etc and deposit of receipts. 

Use the SAGE accounting system to maintain records, prepare and submit the 
quarterly Vat return, issue sales invoices and carry out bank reconciliations. 

Work with the Independent Financial examiner to prepare Final Accounts for 
presentation at the AGM and submission to relevant Government 
departments.  

 

The skills required for this role are good IT skills plus a working knowledge of SAGE 
accounting, on-line Banking, MS Excel and MS Word. 

 

Mrs Bowley will be available to train and assist the new Treasurer during a handover 
period until the year end 31st March 2022 if required.  

 

If you think that you might be able to assist the Charity by taking on this position, 
please apply to Lindsey Bowley at treasurerevra@outlook.com. Further details are 
available on request  

Please Note: 

EVRA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
will be held in Wirksworth Town Hall 

At 2 00pm on Saturday 13th November 2021 
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August has  seen the steam team stretched to the limit with the intense service of the 
daily ‘Show Trains’ which, I believe, were well received. It meant turning round one of 
our two main line engines on a daily basis and keeping the shed area clean and tidy 
for two solid weeks. A big thank you to all who made it happen. 

 

This was closely followed by the steam gala in early September. So for a frantic week 
leading up to it Joe Carver and I managed to finish putting together Barclay 
locomotive No3 Brian Harrison and then get our boiler inspector Graham Morris to 
come in twice within a week, no mean feat in itself,  to perform a cold boiler exam, 
then a steam test to pass the loco fit to run at the steam gala. 

 

So, for a brief but glorious period, we had all four locomotives strutting their stuff over 
the gala weekend. Even No 3 blowing its ejector pipe so it became an unfitted freight 
instead of a fitted freight, couldn't dampen what became a very successful weekend. 

 

After a 'Will it, won't it?' few days, the Pannier 9466 has gone off to the Severn Valley 
railway for a couple of weeks to appear in their gala weekend. There is no respite 
though as the Barclays are needed for a slew of Steam Experience turns which are 
now being run after being put on the backburner due to the Covid pandemic. 

 

A big welcome to two new cleaner grade members of the steam team, Nikki Baker 
and Owen Pinkett. Nikki is the girlfriend of Owen, son of sadly missed John Evans. 
Owen is BR trained and currently working with Crossrail in London I believe. I spot a 
chance for a few tales there !! Welcome both. 

 

A quick reminder, help with the locos is welcome any time, usually Tuesday, 
Thursday and weekends, but, if you register with HOPS as the official cleaner for the 
day, then you should turn up at the same time as the rostered crew. As well as your 
own cleaner duties this will help you to watch what they do and learn on the job, 
helping you advance up the ladder if you want to. 

NEWS FROM THE PIT                                                  Dave Williams 

All Aboard!  

The Catering Crew pictured at Duffield 
Station during a private evening charter 
train on 31st July 2021. 

This event formed the first since the 
pandemic interrupted  activities on the 
railway. 

                                           photo © John Stokes 
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MIDLAND RAILWAY SPEED STOPWATCH                Peter R Binks 
I acquired this unusual and possibly unique 
stopwatch at auction. It is specifically 
designed to indicate the speed of a moving 
locomotive between 15 and 70 miles an 
hour using the quarter mile posts as 
reference points.  

The engraving on the back indicates that 
this instrument was one of two but whether 
any more existed is not known. The 
auctioneers, Great Central Auctioneers, had 
never seen a similar timepiece relating to 
either the Midland or any other railway 
company. The style of the engraving would 
suggest an early date in Midland Railway 
history, possibly c 1855. 

It poses many unanswered questions: 

An ordinary stopwatch with an accompanied 
conversion chart would have produced the 
same results at much less cost. So why did 
the MR go to the extent of acquiring such a 
specialised watch for this purpose? 
Why was it specifically allocated to the 
Derby Loco Department? 
It was supplied by Bevan, of Birkenhead, a 
watch and clock business not known for 
supplying timepieces to railway companies. 
Bevan is not mentioned as a railway watch 
or clock provider in the renowned book 
Railway Clocks by Ian Lyman. So how did 
Bevan come to be supplying such a 
specialised item and without further 
evidence, perhaps solely to the MR? 

If anyone has any ideas to solve these riddles or would like to see it ‘in the flesh’ I 
would be pleased to hear from them. 

The important fact is that this c150 year old watch is still in good working order and I 
have used it on the Ecclesbourne Valley line to check the speed of trains. I am 
pleased to say that every check indicated a 25mph speed or less!  

This is such a rare Midland Railway artefact I would like it to be retained as part of the 
EVRA museum collection but as facilities are limited it will probably end up in the 
Midland Railway section of the Derby Industrial Museum. 

Photos © Peter R Binks 
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One day in April 1982, while I was writing “The Wirksworth Branch”, the post brought 
a letter from London, hand-written in green ink.  It was an offer of assistance from Sir 
Gilbert Inglefield, who wrote, “I knew the district very well.  I am referring to 1909 
(when I was born) onwards, and I am sure I can get more memories from my brother, 
Sir John Crompton Inglefield.  Would these be of interest?”  The prospect of a couple 
of knights contributing to the book was irresistible, and a few months later, three 
pages of hand-written script arrived together with two photographs.  This is part of 
what he wrote: 

“My early boyhood years were spent not far from the Wirksworth line at ‘Flower Lilies’ 
- a lovely large house on top of the hill adjacent to the village of Windley.  From my 
bedroom window I could see smoke coming from an engine as it started from 
Hazelwood station down the valley.  Sometimes I would go there down our steep 
drive on the milk-float from our farm, and watch the churns being loaded into the milk 
train that stood in the siding.  Sometimes, too, I would go there with my grandfather, 
wearing his grey top-hat and fur-collared coat, in his chain- driven Daimler when he 
took the train to Derby. 

“The Station Master I best remember was Mr Swift, son of 
the first Station Master, a tall, dignified person, always 
most courteous to my grandfather, and with whom I had 
many pleasant encounters.  One day, I asked him if I 
could ride on the footplate of an engine, and he said that 
this would not really be within the regulations, but he said 
he would consult the engine driver who usually drove the 
trains.  He was an elderly and co-operative man, who was 
finishing his career on the local line after driving express 
trains from Derby.  We became friends, and during one of 
my holidays from school I saved up and offered him a 
pecuniary reward if he would teach me to drive the engine, 
this beautiful little tank engine painted immaculately in the 
colours of the Midland Railway, hauling four or five 
coaches.  He agreed. 

“To learn to drive a steam engine is a far more entrancing enterprise then controlling 
a diesel or an electric engine.  One had to keep an eye on the steam pressure gauge 
and on the water gauge too, to be economical in stoking up so that the safety-valve 
did not blow off steam, and this one learnt by judging the noise the exhaust made out 
of the funnel.  And one had to be careful in applying the vacuum braking system so as 
not to pull up too sharply. 

“The line from Hazelwood to Shottle went through a charming and typically 
Derbyshire countryside, with hills on the right and grass fields and a stream on the 

SIR GILBERT INGLFIELD                                      Howard Sprenger 

More follows  

Herbert Swift 
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left.  A fine arched bridge crossed the line to enable cattle to reach Postern Farm 

My brother and I used to go shooting in that area but we always had to be very 
careful not to aim at a low-flying snipe or duck when a train came along. 

“Mr Wagstaff, the Station Master at Shottle used to play for the Turnditch village 
cricket eleven.  Sometimes my brother and I played in these matches, and I 
remember one or two occasions when Mr Wagstaff was batting.  The game had to be 
stopped while he crossed the field to Shottle station to be on duty when a train 
arrived.  I can see him now on the platform dressed in his cricketing clothes but 
wearing his uniform coat over his white flannel trousers.  He was a great man.  The 
game, of course, continued on his return. 

 “I must make a pilgrimage again down the valley 
and see if the landscape has changed.  Alas, it will 
have to be a journey by road, and I must stop en 
route for a glass of beer at the “Cat” Inn at 
Hazelwood.  It will be an experience of reviving 
happy memories, and I shall feel rather sentimental.” 

Sir Gilbert’s mother was heiress to the Crompton 
banking family, whose premises eventually became 
the National Westminster Bank in Iron Gate, Derby, 
and which now serve as “The Standing Order” pub.  
He was the son of Admiral Sir Frederick Inglefield, 
and further research revealed that he had once been 
Lord Mayor of London.  His letters made no mention 
of this, however, and for many years that was all I 
knew about him.  Only when he died in October 
1991, and I read his obituary, did I realise just what 

a distinguished correspondent he was.  He had been Lord Mayor of London from 
1967 to 1968, but never lost his love for his native county.  Thanks to his efforts, more 
that £100,000 had been subscribed to War on Want, and at official banquets, he 
arranged that an empty place be laid, the cost of the meal being contributed to that 
charity. 

Sir Gilbert knew all about starvation, having worked on the Burma railway as a 
prisoner-of-war.  Here, his love of music had been an inspiration to his fellow 
prisoners, and many owed their sanity to him as the jungle echoed to the sounds of 
the Hallelujah Chorus.  He was an acknowledged expert on Handel, often remarking 
that the composer was one of the first people he would like to meet in the next world. 

Following his education at Eton and Trinity College, Cambridge, Sir Gilbert trained as 
an architect before joining a London practice where he stayed until the outbreak of 
the Second World War.  After the war, he joined the British Council in Egypt, and 
went into business in 1956, becoming an Alderman in the City of London three years 
later, and Sheriff from 1963 to 1964.  He became chairman of 

More follows  
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the Barbican development scheme and was subsequently elected Lord Mayor in 
1967.He was a Church Commissioner, governor of the Royal Shakespeare Theatre 

and the Federation of British Artists, 
trustee of the London Symphony 
Orchestra and the Royal Festival 
Ballet, chairman of the City Arts Trust, 
and a member of the Royal Fine Art 
Commission.  A keen freemason, he 
was Provincial Grand Master of 
Bedfordshire for 25 years, and having 
been awarded the Territorial 
Decoration, he was knighted in the 
New Year’s Honours List in 1965, and 
appointed GBE in 1968.  Proud of his 

commitment to the arts, on his election as Lord Mayor, he declared that if the 
following summer’s City of London Festival “...was not the best of the lot, I will eat my 
mayoral hat, feathers and all.”  History does not record whether he was spared this 
unpalatable meal! 

I never found out how he learned about me writing the book, but an interesting 
postscript occurred in 1997, when I visited the old London Bridge, rebuilt as a tourist 
attraction in Havasu City, Arizona.  The significance of this?  The foundation stone for 
the bridge had been laid on 23rd September 1968, by the then Lord Mayor of London, 
Sir Gilbert Inglefield. All photos from Howard Sprenger’s collection. 
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P-WAY REPORT SEPTEMBER 2021                           Graham Clark 
 

The workload of the P-way team is inversely proportional to the level of train service – 
when the line is busy with trains we can't get on it to work on the track. Consequently, 
the summer period has seen us doing lots of 'catch up' jobs and preparing for when 
we can get on the track 
 

Last time I reported that we had a couple of lengths to do to complete the relaying at 
Barnsley Lane. We  re-laid these panels as planned and have gone on to do more 
work here. Tim Oaks managed to locate a few tapered fishplate shims for us and we 
measured up and fitted these to some of the joints on the re-laid section. This has 
improved the dipped joints dramatically. We need to extend this treatment to many 
other locations along the line. We have also been replacing rotten timber sleepers on 
the 'racing straight' working north from Barnsley Lane. There are still a number of 
these to do. Another track improvement we are doing on the 'racing straight' is to 
strengthen the track at the rail joints by replacing the old sleepers and baseplates with 
second hand hardwood sleepers and Pandrol baseplates. These hold the track gauge 
and support the joint better. Incidentally, it is what Network Rail have done to improve 
their similar jointed track on the Matlock line. 
 

Our re-engineering of works loco 'Tom' was completed successfully and we used it a 
few times before we were stopped by it failing an inspection of its wheels. The flange 
depth was found to be out of spec and it needs wheel turning. For this to be done, we 
have to remove the wheelsets and send them away to a place with a wheel lathe. 
Hence, 'Tom' is standing rather forlorn outside the maintenance shed awaiting a place 
in it where we can jack it off its wheels. Also still awaiting a turn in the maintenance 
shed is our tool van, which needs its roof replacing and some repairs to the body 
work. 

As many of you will know, we bade farewell to long-time P-way (and other 
departments) team member Richard Buckby on 1 September. He is off to the North 
East and we will miss him. We wish him every success in his new location and our 
loss is the Aln Valley Railway's gain! 
 

Our next big project, which should have been completed by the time you read this, is 
the installation of a new turnout in the yard. This will involve digging up the level 
crossing to install the point and then connecting it to the new siding adjacent to road 
2. No doubt, by the time this appears in print the new siding will be full of stock! 
 

As always, we welcome new volunteers to our friendly teams. We meet on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays with Mike Fairburn and some Saturdays at Wirksworth 
with Tim Oaks. 

Contact Mike Fairburn on: mikefairburn57@live.co.uk 

                    Tim Oaks on: sleepermonster@yahoo.com 
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Edited extract from an interview by Mike Craft 10th August 2005 with 

 
SYD GREGORY – Plate Laying Track Maintenance 1955-1989 
 
Mike Craft: Syd, I understand you have worked on the Wirksworth line all your life, 
until the end.  But, what day, what month did you start on the Railway at Wirksworth? 

 

I started 30-11-55.   November. 

My job was Plate laying, track maintenance etc. Hedge cutting, anything. 

 

There was a rota for the year and every month you’d have jobs to do that month 
besides the maintenance of the track.  It was digging ditches out, mowing the banks, 
digging around telegraph poles so they wouldn’t catch fire in summer and all such as 
that.   

 

We also had to maintain the tracks. We had plate oiling, before the warm weather 
came.  We had to do it all the way to Duffield and to Wirksworth.  Take the plates off, 
scrape them, wash them and scrub them with paraffin, put a mirror underneath and 

TALES FROM THE PAST                      Transcribed by June Cooke 

More follows  

DERBY LIGHTWEIGHT TWIN UNIT UPDATE        Norman Ashfield 
 

The trailer car steadily nears completion. The 
first class seats are all finished and bolted down 
with one inch wooden packing made to raise 
them to a more comfortable position. All the 
second class seat bases and re-chromed grab 
handles have been fitted but there is a delay to 
the completion of the seat backs, whilst the 
upholstery sewing machinist is hospitalised for a 
back operation. Progress has been made in the 
cab, however, where the wiring now gives 
working lamps and indicators. Refurbished cab 
gauges have been fitted, and so have the 
internal window stiffeners and the sun visor 
which has been cunningly constructed using 
components from several angle-poise machine 
tool lamps. 

Photo © Chris Lings                                                 Ben Field surveys progress made. 
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see if there were any cracks in the rails and then oil ‘em.  The rails were 30-foot rails 
then, not 60-foots. 

Mike Craft: You had certain functions, during the year that you had to do these jobs. 
What was the start of the season? 

I think the start of the season began with digging the ditches, for a start and then 
there was plate oiling.  Then when the grass started growing you had to cut the 
grass from Duffield to Wirksworth.  Two swafs up each side of the tracks, with a 
scythe.  Then we had to dig round the telegraph poles so they wouldn’t catch fire.  
That’s when they came with steam engines, the banks used to catch fire. 

Once a year they weed sprayed. When the weed killer came on.  A lorry came with 
all tomato plants on.  For every crossing, at the side of the track they had to put 
these tomato plants down.  So many each side.  They were numbered.  When the 
weed killer had been, we had to collect them again put ‘em on a lorry, just to test 
them to see how far the weed killer blew. Due to the wind spray.  We had to put 
these tomato plants down in case somebody made a claim. We had to put ‘em out.  
Oh there were hundreds of ‘em. 

There were quite a lot to do as there are twenty crossings but we had this big lorry.  
It’s not so bad when there’s six or seven of you doing it.  It didn’t take so long as we 
were in gangs.  There were six at first then it went up to nine.  It kept altering. 

Eventually there were sixteen. 

Then we had to cut every hedge from Duffield to Wirksworth.  Every year, every 
hedge was cut. And that consisted of road hedges, there was quite a lot on the road. 
They weren’t big enough to layer then but they were cut every year. Sam Bunting, 
old Sam Bunting ‘e used to do ‘em.  He had them in good condition when I came on.  
We did ‘em with hedge-brush nooks every time. All the time. 

We had to patrol the line twice a week.  On a Monday and a Friday and we had to go 
down on the bus to Duffield and then walk back from Duffield to Wirksworth, nine 
mile and then next time we had to walk from Wirksworth to Duffield, then catch the 
bus back.  How long it took depends on time of year.  If it was warm weather we had 
all the keys out,  ‘cos there were only 30-foot rails and all keys used to come out 
terrible if it were hot weather.  If it were cold weather it weren’t so bad.  

The interview continues on another topic 

Mike Craft: I understand Syd, that you’ve actually have been involved with a number 
of incidents that have occurred on the line? 

There was one or two incidents that I’ve been involved in.  The main one, I think, 
was, the train came up from Duffield and they let it through the gates at Gorsey Bank 
and it came into Wirksworth Station Yard. And it stopped there and the other trains, 
with loads on, they let that go.  So we let it through Gorsey Bank, shut the gates.  

More follows 
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Just after that the other train that had gone into Wirksworth run-away, come down 
through the gates at Gorsey Bank.  It shut the gates and smashed through ‘em.  It 
frightened Mrs Smith (Gorsey Bank Gatehouse Crossing Keeper).  We wondered 
what was going off, but as luck had it, two cars had just gone across the crossing and 
there were two cars coming down.  It missed all the cars altogether like.  At 
Idridgehay Mrs Park opened the gates there.  She’d just let the other train through 
and was just shutting the gates.  We got in touch with her and she opened the gates 
there.  And then it went down towards Duffield behind the other train and it caught it 
up at top end of Shottle, in the cutting there.  It run into the back of it.  It had de-railed 
all these trucks of stones.  The Guard was in the van but didn’t get hurt.  But there’s 
all these trucks of stones piled up on top of one another.  It took working day and 
night to clear it.  

Another incident; the train was up the Incline and they’d put loads of trucks behind it 
and the Guard took the brakes up on the loaded trucks and they started running 
away.  The engine wheels were skidding and that went down to the points at the 
bottom of the Hannages.  It got derailed there.  The train up, on its side and some 
trucks on the side.   

 

I finished, with shutting in ’89 (of the line), I think it were and we got transferred to 
Matlock and we went on Matlock line.  Later Denby line.   I were on Matlock until ‘ 93, 
December ’93 when I retired. 

I enjoyed my time on the Railway.  I was on all them years, never had one day off 
work through being bad.  Since I left school, I never had one day off work. 

Note: These are not spelling mistakes it’s how Syd speaks on the tapes. 

BUSY, BUSY!                                                                 Leigh Gration 

It has been a most unusual season, with half of it being under restrictions and half of 
it ‘back to normal’. Since things were eased on 19th July, the railway has seen an 
explosion in passenger numbers; possibly far greater than expected. It has led to us 
regularly operating a six coach train and still wondering if we can get everybody on to 
the train!  
 

The first event after restrictions eased with the Diesel Gala which was enjoyed by all. 
It was great to see a gala operating as it is intended with passengers being able to 
use the railway as it is designed to do. The three day event saw the introduction of 
Class 47 D1842 to the fleet. This stunningly presented locomotive has joined us from 
Crewe Heritage Centre for three years. 
 

Following that, we embarked on a massive eighteen days of operating, seventeen of 
which were for the public and one for the filming of some scenes for a Bollywood 
movie. Within this we operated our Train Through Legendary Countryside children’s 
theatrical which was well reviewed by the public and our busy three day Steam Gala 
event too! The latter saw now-resident locomotives 9466 and 80080 operating 
services on the Duffield line, passing at Shottle for the first time. Once again a great, 
busy event. 

 
More follows  
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The upturn in visitor numbers, helped along by staycations and the like, has seen a 
buzz around the railway and has been fantastic to see. However, the upturn has not 
been followed by volunteer numbers and staffing has been a real challenge at times, 
to keep the wheels turning. Thank you to all of those who have helped out in recent 
times. I also appeal to anybody who may consider taking up a new hobby to contact 
the railway and get involved as your help will be greatly appreciated.  

 

As we head into the winter period we still have quite a few steam days ahead, many 
of them seeing our popular dining services. Our Derbyshire Countryman services 
have been virtually fully booked for the whole season and credit to the volunteers who 
run them. We are making our first foray into a Hallowe’en event in the evenings from 
29th to 31st October too with a DMU after the steam service. Thereafter, we fling 
ourselves into the much loved Train Through Christmas Countryside during 
December. Seen by many of our customers as the train that saved Christmas last 
year, bookings have been fantastic and it may already be sold out when you read 
this. We shall see!  

THE HYDRAULIC RAM PUMP                                      Malcolm Lake 

When the Duffield to Wirksworth line was laid the contractors claimed that the journey 
could be made “without water” however, this is clearly slightly optimistic and in recent 
years the supply of adequate water of satisfactory quality has proved perplexing. It is 
interesting to see how engineers of a century ago provided a pumped flow over a 
considerable distance and without electrical power.  
 

If you walk along the Cromford Canal opposite  the Leawood pump  you may have 
seen amongst the brambles two substantial brick  enclosures.  One by the riverside 
houses a substantial iron domed casting and then, not many metres away,  is a 
second water storage tank.  
 

These are the key components for a ram pump, widely used in rural localities to pump 
water from a stream to a distant farm which was often located at a much higher level 
and even over a mile distant.  
 

The inventor of this device was Pierre Montgolfier in 1798, known primarily for his hot 
air balloons. 
 

Ram pumps are ingenious and operate for extended periods without electrical power, 
simply by using the brisk flow of water from a header tank. The flow initially spills to a 
stream and then, as the velocity increases the flow lifts the pulse valve, (a rubber 
seated  check valve) on the unit discharge.   This causes a characteristic “thwump” 
and the line hammer caused by checking the flow of the moving feed charges the 
cast iron air vessel and a flow to the high level storage tank commences. The 
rhythmic hammering at approximately 8 beats a minute is the tell tale sound of a ram 
pump in the neighbourhood. 
 

The nearest example, but no longer working, is on the Cromford and High Peak 
More follows  
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Railway near the junction with the Cromford canal and a hundred yards further than 
the High Peak workshop. 

A precarious footpath alongside the swirling river leads to the first brick set pump 
house and the reservoir is a few metres away.  The corrugated iron roof has 
collapsed around the pump body and whilst its removal and restoration would be 
possible,  the real question is “where did the water go?”  

Possibly it fed the existing trackside water tank by the High Peak Junction workshop 
which was a key source of water for the moorland farms , EVRA has a converted 
tender which was modified for conveying water up the inclines. 
 

Green and Carter  at Ashbrittle near Wellington, Somerset, are one of the present 
manufacturers of the Vulcan range of ram pumps and were successors to James 
Easton . Green and Carter carry all the installation records from the early 1800s of 
the Vulcan pumps. If the Cromford pump has a serial number it is lost amongst the 
debris of the collapsed building. 
 

I have recently seen at Bath,  a simpler ram pump simply utilising a domestic hot 
water expansion tank fitted with a nitrile liner and a handful of check valves. It 
certainly functioned for irrigating the owners garden although one suspects that the 
simple pressed steel vessel may have a limited life. 

[This article was contributed to the Ecclesbourne Express several years ago by 
Malcom who was, before his death, a regular volunteer for EVRA. It has not been 
published prior to this issue.] 

RICHARD BUCKBY                                                                  Editors 

Most of our regular readers will be familiar with the name. Richard has been a 
constant contributor since we started editing the magazine, supplying new and old 
pictures for inclusion. For many years he has been part of the P-way team keeping 
the tracks clear and usable. Most weekends and running days he conducted tours 
around the yard, enlightening the public as to how we work behind the scenes to keep 
our ageing traction and rolling stock in running order. 

All things come to an end and Richard along with his wife, Sue, have moved to the 
frozen North, or at least to a village near Alnwick after 20 years or so at the 
Ecclesbourne Valley Railway. 

Of course we all wish him all the very best and no doubt some railway near to Alnwick 
will find that they have a willing helper on hand. 

We could not let this event go un-noticed so EVRA and WyvernRail decided to have a 
bit of a do for him before he was due to move in mid-September. 

Some enquiries were made and it transpired that the moving date had shifted to the 
6th September, so a joint panic meeting ensued with the result that Wed,  1st of 
September was the only possible day.  This just happened to coincide with a 

More follows  
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Bollywood film being shot at the railway with 
about 200 extra people on site!  

WyvernRail’s catering department supplied 
nibbles, sandwiches, cakes etc and EVRA 
supplied drinks, crisps, biccies and more cake.  

John Hastings-Thomson thanked Richard on 
behalf of EVRA and Neil Ferguson-Lee did the 
same for WyvernRail.  

A couple of framed photos were given by 
members of EVRA and WyvernRail presented 
some Wirksworth based artworks. 

photo © John Hastings-Thomson 

photo © Andrew Denham 

Never ones to miss an opportunity, your editors 
held a “Guess the Weight of this Courgette” 
competition, which raised £12 for  EVRA funds. 
The lucky winner was Lynette, who was closest 
at 3.5Kg. It was actually 3.67Kg and is here 
being presented by John. Wonder if she can 
send us a recipe for the next issue? 

photo © Andrew Denham 

100 CLUB PRIZE DRAW AUTUMN 2021                           Andrew Denham 

Congratulations to this quarter’s lucky winners: 

1st Prize   No:135   Mr Cogan  £71.55 

2nd Prize   No:247  Mr Stockdale  £42.93 

3rd Prize   No:194  Mr Clark    £28.62 

All prizes will be made by BACS if possible due to Covid restrictions         JOIN TO WIN! 
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Based on an article from The ASLEF Locomotive Journal dated January 2005 
regarding a serious accident in February 1935 on the Wirksworth to Duffield 

Line, as told by Frank’s daughter-in-law Barbara Robinson. 

‘On the evening of 20/02/1935, Frank Robinson was fireman to driver Frank Gould 
when a passenger/milk train collided with an obstruction (later thought to be 
subsidence debris). The train ran off the trails and overturned. It consisted of 2 
passenger coaches and 7 freight vans. Fortunately, the last passenger had alighted 
at Hazelwood station. 

The driver met with a horrendous death by scalding.  Fireman Robinson also received 
terrible scalds but was thrown or partly jumped out of the cabin as the engine toppled 
over. The guard and porter were not as seriously injured and managed to 
scramble out of the guards van. 

Fireman Robinson, despite his severe injuries, borrowed a boot from the porter and 
stumbled and struggled along the permanent way to Duffield Station - a distance of 
about 2 miles - to give warning of the accident and to summon help: he was then 
taken to hospital. A breakdown gang worked by flarelight throughout the night to clear 
the track. 

Subsequently, when recovered, Frank threw himself into union work and greatly 
assisted members in their compensation claims (his own experience helped). He 
became secretary of Derby ASLEF and achieved many other positions locally before 
his death at the age of 52. 
Used with permission of  The ALSEF Locomotive Journal 

A NEWSPAPER CUTTING  Steve Usher 

Information supplied by Steve Usher, a driver at East Midland Trains 



22
22 

 

I'm chuffing up the valley 

On the Ecclesbourne line 

I'm huffing and I'm puffing 

And I’m feeling rather fine 
 

The passengers are chatting 

And the wheels are turning nicely 

We're off on time, we're due in Duffield 

Ten o’clock precisely 
 

Oh the boiler’s getting hotter 

As we run through Gorsey Bank 

But we won't run out of water 

For there’s plenty in the tank 
 

Must be careful at the crossing 

Because you never know 

Someone may be waiting 

So we have to go quite s-l-o-w 
 

Then underneath the railway bridge 

The driver waves his hat 

And we give a jolly toot 

Because everyone loves that! 

 

I really love to go quite fast 

I'd do it every day 

Next year I’m going to Paris 

I'll be tooting all the way! 

CHUFFING UP THE VALLEY                                             By Jill Tait 

Now the fireman’s got a sweat on 

It is such a lovely day 

And everything is grand 

As we pull in to Idridgehay 
 

Running through the meadows 

With a perfect head of steam 

The sheep forget to nibble 

As we hurtle past the stream 
 

Hawthorn hedge and weeping willow 

Dandelion and thistle 

Buzzards, herons flapping by 

Let's have another whistle! 
 

The cows all stand there staring 

What's the matter, can’t you see? 

I'm a most efficient engine 

See my smoke come flying free 
 

Flashing past the oak trees 

Look, there’s the yellow bus 

Keeping to the timetable 

But not as fast as us! 
 

Chuff chuff chuff chuff, chuff chuff chuff 

We're rolling into Windley 

And if you keep my boiler stoked 

I’d take it very kindly 
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I really love to go quite fast 

I'd do it every day 

Next year I’m going to Paris 

I'll be tooting all the way! 
 

Oh, please don’t put the brake on 

I’m having so much fun 

Must you make me stop 

I feel we've only just begun 
 

But - I trundle into Duffield 

With a long and mournful sigh - 

I have quite run out of steam now 

And I really don’t know why 
 

The passengers are glad 

That they have reached their destination 

They think they'll have a coffee 

At the café on the station 
 

I suppose I’ll have a rest now too 

But mustn’t go to sleep 

We have a reputation 

There’s a schedule we must keep 
 

So come my jolly passengers 

And climb aboard your train 

Let’s chuff on back to Wirksworth 

And do it all again! 

 

THE END 
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